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Thank You
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(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

� Same-Day Prescription Mail-Out Service
� Everyday Low Prices!
� Free Delivery Service In Auburn
� Convenient Drive-Thru Window
� We Accept Most Insurance Plans
� We Accept All Major Credit Cards

2220 J Street � Auburn, Nebraska 68305

U-SAVE PHARMACY
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Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska�s Oldest Town
Main Street in Brownville

Brownville Mills
Processor & Distributor of

Organic Foods
Open Daily 9:00 to 5:00 � Sundays 1:00 to 5:00

(402) 297-1521
www.BrownvilleMills.com

THE INTERLOPER
Shirley Neddenriep

Deep blue sky stretched into infinity above the nest. That place topped out in
the upper branches of a Pfitzer Juniper and was guarded carefully by parents of
the nestling.

Clear and still weather for early April encouraged the youngster to explore the
place on his own. Nor did he particularly pay attention to his circling progenitors
who were concerned for his safety. They alone were aware of the interloper that
sat his lair. He not only was unaware, but welcomed the trespasser as an aid in
his adventure.

�I want to stay up here forever,� he mused from the upper branches where he
perched. I looked up, then, and a little stab of fear ran through. He was, after
all, a boy of six and clambered roughly 10 feet above the ground.

We took turns with the small saw so that when it stuck in the kerf for him, I
could manage to take a turn and get through the 2" branch. Then he could
manfully pull the branch free. We pruned dead branches to clean the tree.
Before sawing a living branch, we held a discussion. Some living branches
made excellent climbing rungs; we spared those.

We continued thus as his predators circled, first the matriarch, then his patri-
arch, eyeing me with painful looks of consternation. Once or twice they
swooped near, to retrieve a branch or offer a design to end the fearful situation.
They even �borrowed� our saw!

The lad and I kept a continual conversation going as he focused when he had
to on footing. Sharks, fish and people; how they eat each other; and the color of
the blood of a fish. What is it? �Well,� I asked him, �Does your dad catch a
fish?� I knew he did. The child thought a moment. �And does he clean the fish?�
�Oh! I remember, its red!� he answered. Noting the sawed off end of a branch,
he fingered it carefully. �What is that?� pointing to the reddish color of its inte-
rior. We ranged nearly three-quarters of a century apart in years, but found a
common ground that day in the tree.

Where to find Your Country Neighbor

Distributed monthly in parts of Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri. Look
for this publication in grocery stores, pharmacies, hardware stores, res-
taurants, cafes, and in businesses that advertise in these pages in the
following Cities and Villages in Kansas; Baileyville, Beattie, Home City,
Fairview, Hiawatha, Sabetha, Seneca, and Summerfield. In Missouri;
Rock Port. In Nebraska; Auburn, Brownville, Cook, Falls City,
Humboldt, Johnson, Nebraska City, Nemaha, Pawnee City, Peru, Syra-
cuse, and Tecumseh.

 You can also see current and past issues of Your Country Neighbor
online at:

www.yourcountryneighbor@windstream.net
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ATTENTION:
50% OFF

STOREWIDE!
Expires May 30, 2011

911 Central Ave. in Auburn

Neighborhood Closet�s Location is

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.    Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

-For All Your Family
 Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE � Hotpoint � Whirlpool � Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Certified Gun Smith

Firearms � Ammunition � Black Powder
Archery � Tackle & Bait

Martin Kelsay, Owner             1004 22nd  �  Auburn, NE  �  402-274-5165

Pets.  All six of my siblings have an indoor pet (or have had at some point).
Ironic, since we were all raised by the same mother who has never approved of
animals in the house, let alone on the kitchen table, where our cat is allowed
when I�m eating alone.  I can see some of you turning up your nose at the
thought of such an unsanitary practice. Perhaps growing up on a farm explains
my lack of queasiness about animals and germs in general . But rest assured, if
you come to my house for a meal, the table will be clean and the cat will be
banned.

King isn�t really interested in human food anyway; he just wants to be close.

I typically read when I�m eating alone, so there�s a book or magazine propped
up in front of my plate.  If you know anything about cats, you are familiar with
their habit of sitting on whatever piece of paper you are attempting to concen-
trate on. It makes no difference if it�s a letter, a newspaper, a magazine, or a big
fat novel. A cat will stealthily insert itself into your personal space and
nonchalantly stretch out on your reading material, expecting to have its chin
and ears scratched.

I find the only solution is to pet King with my left hand and alternate wielding
my fork and turning pages with my right. Admittedly, my willingness to in-
dulge my cat at mealtime is largely due to the fact that I pretty much ignore him
the rest of the day. I suspect King intuits my guilt and shamelessly manipulates
me in this fashion. So be it.

My husband is not quite as big a pushover when King is inconveniencing him.
In the middle of the night, he will not hesitate to grab King by the scruff of his
neck and toss him overboard  if King is in the way or if he refuses to STOP
LICKING HIMSELF!  I, on the other hand, will rearrange myself into what-
ever position is necessary to accommodate King�s desire to cuddle, and I�ve
learned to block out that slurping sound. (Truth be told, King is not the only
inhabitant of our bed who sometimes exhibits annoying nocturnal habits, if you
know what I mean.)

Despite the fact that I am the one who cleans the litter box and is more patient
with King, it�s my husband who is more emotionally attached to our feline fuzz
ball.  This presents a dilemma:  King has begun exhibiting symptoms of liver or
kidney problems, which is not terribly unusual for a 12-year-old cat. The ques-
tion is what to do about it. Between King�s spring grooming, flea and tick
medicine, and trying to figure out for sure what�s wrong with him, we�ve spent
over $300 at the vet in the last two weeks. What is the monetary limit of emo-
tional attachment when you�re dealing with a 12-year-old cat? We haven�t quite
plumbed the depths of that question yet.

It was yours truly who had to preside over the euthanasia of our 15-year-old
dog four years ago. I really don�t want to have to do that again, so say a little
cat prayer that it won�t be necessary any time soon, will you? I thank you, and
so does King.
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Poetry by Devon Adams

PENCIL PORTRAITS:

 8"x10"     $30    (Mat size is 8"x10" and image size is 5"x7")

11"x14"   $45    (Mat size is 11"x14" and image size is 8"x10")

16"x20"   $75    (Mat size is 16"x20" and image size is 11"x14")

WATERCOLOR PORTRAITS ALSO AVAILABLE

WEB SITE: BuckSkinz.com
402-209-9377

EMAIL: buckskinz@windstream.net

MOTHER�S  DAISIES

She could whistle like a flute,
as her hands made flowers grow.
The winter days were always full
of potted geraniums, laughing
in the sunny windows, and before
the frosts and snow were gone,
she�d throw together a greenhouse
hut, leaning on the shoulder of the house.
Inside were rows and rows of little pots,
planted full of seeds snuggling in the
warmth of the artificial spring air.
She would talk to them like children,
telling stories of beautiful flowers
who had started life as tiny sprouts.
But her favorites were the daisies, and
now she smiles when we place armfuls
of them beside her, as she sleeps
forever under the sun in spring.

DARK  SECRETS

The black half of the moon is hiding
behind the shadow of the blue earth.
Soon the fires of the universe will
heat the dark into molten pewter,
and it will burn with cold light, as
the circle of the orb is completed
and the truth is no longer obscured.

PRAIRIE  PRISM

The diamond dusts of winter
have melted into the rivers
of scent that flow from the
fragrant bushes and trees
that are spread across the
prairie. Purple mists and
pink clouds lay upon the land
like dreams, eclipsed in intensity
by the gaudy canary yellows
that the wise old forsythia bushes
put on display for competition.
Red bombs explode out of the soil,
as tulips make appearances, and
then the iris take the stage, dancing
in their frilly dresses, careful not to
touch the sharp swords of their leaves.
Quietly, in their small way, dutchman�s
breeches are hanging out to dry
deep inside the shadow of the timber.
They are waiting for the mushrooms,
soon to be a featured attraction next
to wild phlox and the exquisite violets
that are the enduring soul of spring.

TIME  TRAVEL

In the pages of the dog- eared album
are old photographs of family faces.
All were taken day by day, of toothless infants,
to toothy teens wrapped in metal brackets.
Then came a marriage, with a couple
standing stranded, high up on a cake,
arms entwined and dressed for battle.
Fast forward in the pictures of the past,
and, standing next to Mom and Dad are
kids from one to four, with number five hiding
under a tent-like smock.  Further on, the
married pair are looking tired, standing
next to the last of the babies, as she wears
her graduation robe, and holds the keys to
the new car she wrangled out of dear dad.
The road got longer, and the kids had kids,
and Grandma and Granddad look more rested,
because they can send the grandkids back home,
after they�ve had too many of Grandma�s cookies.
Time travels, and so do we, for awhile.

PELICANS

They are a fleet,
afloat in a sea of blue,
sailing on the wind,
as they ride the tides
of the changing seasons.
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618 Central Ave.       Nebraska City

LUNCHES � ESPRESSO DRINKS
Coffee � Sandwiches � Desserts

Cookies � Truffels

Open M-F 6:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(402) 873-7537
Find Janie�s Confections on Facebook

Janie�s Confections

Medicare Mysteries No More:
Explaining Medicare

Not ready for Social Security? Want to know more about Medicare? Get information on
when and how to sign-up, costs, deadlines, etc. by attending one of the following
Extension Workshops for pre-retirees, family members and caregivers conducted by Mary
Ann Holland, UNL Extension Educator and SHIIP Volunteer

Thurs, May 19,10 am              Oxbow Assisted Living, 1617 Bills Dr, Ashland
Sat, May 21, 10:30 am            Prichard Auditorium, 17th & Barada St, Falls City
Thurs, June 2,10 am               Plattsmouth Library, 400 Ave A, Plattsmouth
Tues, June 14, 2 pm              First National Bank, 320 5th St, Syracuse
Wed, July 13, 2 pm                 Auburn Library, 1810 Courthouse Ave, Auburn
Mon, July 18, 2 pm                Cass County Extension, 144th & Hwy 1, Weeping Water
Tues, Aug 23, 10 am               Sump Memorial Library, 222 N Jefferson, Papillion
Wed, Sept 21, 2 pm                 American National Bank, 310 Broadway, Tecumseh
Fri, Oct 7, 10 am                     Morton-James Public Library, 923 1st Corso, Nebraska City
Mon, Dec 12, 2 pm                Cass County Extension, 144th & Hwy 1, Weeping Water

My Cardinal Guest is Extra Shy This Year.
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Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614         2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Drive Safely!
A Holiday Message from all of us at

STRIGGOW�S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
In Auburn

Sometimes life can be �painful.  It is during these times that I find great
solace in my gardens.   Our humble gardens have given many others that
same kind of comfort, through the years.  We love to share the garden
with those in need whether it be quietly, sitting by the pond with a friend
mourning the loss of her husband, or the fond memory of a lost friend,
gazing intently into the very soul of a rose looking for answers to her life,
or a spiritual advisor announcing he had found the perfect place for a day
retreat. One year, two busses from Omaha came down and one person
found the perfect place of solitude to place her prayer rug and bow her
head. Come, we share. We know.

There are many places to sit, ponder, pray, contemplate or just let go in
our garden.  I visit them often.  Each garden gives its own unique
perspective of one�s own journey, if you have the time, to sit, to think and
gather it all in, silently, honestly.

There is great joy in sharing ones garden.  The happy, joyful times;
parents 60th wedding anniversary, Thanksgiving, Easter, Christmas with
family, a son�s wedding, senior pictures, a glass of wine with friends,
department picnics, garden club potlucks.   The garden is the happiest
when children are coursing through its veins.  The laughter of twenty
Head Start students running along the path, it was misty that day and
Steve found hats for everyone.

Then there are those special times a forty year old enjoying her first
s�more by the fire pit, along the tree line. Boy Scouts searching the skies
through a telescope on the star patio.   Late night family sing-a-longs by
the smoky bonfire, following an active afternoon of playing pirates with
the wee ones searching for hidden treasures.  The gardens are humbled by
talented friends; the painter with her sharp eye for precious minute
scenes, the photographer looking for the next perfect or unusual shot, the
step-father strumming his guitar while fireflies dance to his song.

One fun evening in May, a few years back, there were 17 male and female
students from Bahrain and Jordan, studying English at UNO, they were
sent to check out life in the countryside.  They spilled out of the bus full
of boundless energy and enthusiasm.  Each shaking our hands, and
announcing their foreign sounding names. They soon covered our three
acres and gardens, taking a gazillion pictures as they went.   Who
would�ve ever guessed that soon we would have eight fun spirited young
men dancing around our fire pit singing in Arabic, the history of their
homelands.  What a wonderful experience and lasting friendships we
made that night.

Memories held long past fleeting moments, all because there was a
garden and it was shared.  If you live where life is good, it is meant to be
shared, not hoarded.  Remember this and you will be blest with many
magical memories to last a lifetime.

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

   (402) 274-5106                   Fax: (402) 274-2580402-274-2446       1223 J Street         Auburn

Reunions � Birthdays � Anniversaries

Try the Farmer Omlet for
Breakfast or the

Jack Daniels Philly for Lunch

Get your Finger Sandwiches, Salad,
Hot Wings, and more for your

Parties; call for details!
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116 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

www.BrownvilleMills.com

Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska�s Oldest Town

Processor & Distributor of
Organic Foods

Mon through Sat  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Chokeberries, Gummies, and Juice
(Exotic term for Chokeberry is Aronia)

(402) 297-1521

Various Dried Fruit
Nuts

Bulk Spices

814 Central Avenue
Auburn, Nebraska 68305

402-274-2277

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

  � Towing Service
  � Tire Sales and Service
  � Custom Wheels
  � Batteries
  � Window Tinting
  � Spray-in Bed Liners

820 Central Avenue              Auburn, Nebraska 68305

OFFICE...274-4410

Whether it's buying, selling
or looking for a place to
build, let The American
Dream Real Estate Company
be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Sales...274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150
Leslie Justus, Sales......414-2628
Carla Mason, Broker...274-1817

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

ALL THE AMMENITIES

Spacious 3 bedroom, 1 full and 2 3/4
baths. 2 car garage, fenced back yard.
Gorgeous deck, finished basement.

1813 Q Street
1 1/2 story home has 3 bedrooms,
1 1/2 bath. Large living room, ample
size kitchen, 2 car carport.

GREAT STARTER HOME

1914 L Street

GRAND VICTORIAN

COUNTRY FEEL

Victorian style home on large corner
lot. 4 bedroom, 2 bath, fireplace,
hardwood floors, walk out patio.

601 & 603 Nebraska, Peru

2110 P Street
2 bedroom, 1 1/2 bath, fabulous
kitchen update, formal dining room,
3 car garage, huge lot.

COMFORTABLE FAMILY HOME

1319 F Street

JUST LIKE NEW

3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, reversed 2 story
home with balcony, fenced yard, land-
scaping, 3+ garages.

OPEN FLOOR PLAN

1400 Courthouse Ave

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

One block off H-75. Plenty of parking.
Potential uses include offices, retail,
restaurant. 2 half baths. 2358 sq ft.

Beautiful family home with large
foyer, open stairway, wood floors,
updated kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 2 baths.

714 5th St., Peru
3 bedrm, large master suite, 2 bath, large
jetted tub, full basement, finished fam-
ily room, 1car attch, 2 car detch garages.

2218 O Street
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Apple Raspberry � Chambourcin � Chardonel
de Chaunac � Concord � Edelweiss

Frontenac � Historic Brownville � LaCrosse
Levi�s Reserve �  Marechal Foch

Northern Red � Pyment � Robert�s Back 40
Riesling � St. Croix � Sweet Hattie � 1854

Our Current Wine List
May Wine-Tasting Hours:

Wed - Sat 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sun 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
Open Mondays on Holiday Weekends

Whiskey Run Creek Winery in Brownville

(402) 825-4601                 702 Main Street
www.whiskeyruncreek.com              Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Reserve the �Loft� for your meeting or
celebration. Catering can be provided.

 Call 402-825-6361

We Live Here Too. We�ve Gotta Do It Right!
Open Monday through Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

785-799-3311   �   Toll Free 877-876-1228   �   www.bluevalley.net
1559 Pony Express Highway            Home, Kansas 66438

Telephone Service  �  High-Speed Internet  �  BVtv
� Web Hosting
� Key Systems
� Competitive Long Distance
� Computer Repair

Our New Riesling
2010 Vintage

Is Here!
Visit us for a special wine

tasting experience.

Antiques, Crafts, Woodworking,
Plants, Flowers, Collectibles

Annual Spring Flea Market
Brownville, Nebraska

May 28, 29, & 30  8:00 to 5:00 Daily

Paid for by Nemaha County
Lodging Tax Committee

Over 270 Vendors!    Free Admission
www.brownville-ne.com
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Photo Submitted by Author
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Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450

Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037

Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446

Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421

Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458

State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381

Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466

Main Office
Cook, NE 68329

864-4191

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska

Fishing:

The River has been bank full again as the reservoirs west and north are filled to capacity and
are letting water loose in anticipation of  a large snow run off from the mountains from spring
melting.  All the rock formations in the river are now covered and all it would take is a good
thunderstorm to roll though. The local run off will take it well out of its banks. At the present
time a boat can be put in and loaded out with relative ease. How long that is going to last is
anybody�s guess. Fishermen have still reported slow action from the fish. They reported
catching mostly small Channel cats and some fair sized Blue cats. Not catching a lot of fish but
catching enough to keep them coming back. What are they biting on you say? They seem to be
hitting night crawlers mostly but pretty good action on dough baits and chicken livers. The
Blues have been hitting live bait � chubs and minnows. So restring your poles and get out
there. Fishing time is here. May be able to get some pretty good fishing in before the bugs
move in.

Mushroom Hunting:

It�s that time of year again to look for Morel Mushrooms. Folks have been finding a few
around recently (like just in the last week) � enough to brag about finding some but not any
bragging rights that they found a ton or a truck load or anything like that. So there is still time
to get out and find some. Most of the reports are the river bottom mushrooms. Soon that will
move to �The Hills� as we say � meaning the Missouri River Bluff. That is usually where the
bounty of mushrooms are found around here.

Hunting:

The Spring Turkey Seasons are here and permits are available. The spring season dates are as
follows:

Season Dates - Spring
Archery � March 25-May 31
Youth Archery � March 25-May 31
Youth Shotgun � April 9-May 31
Shotgun � April 16-May 31
Permit Limit: Three per hunter
Bag Limit: One male or bearded female turkey per permit

Permits are $24 this year, $6 for a youth permit.

**New for this year that has everyone talking is the option to use a crossbow during turkey
bow seasons. It�s got more people out hunting while at the same time it has religious bow
hunters scratching their heads. Is this what is going to happen to Deer Bow Hunting too? We
will just have to wait and see. Note: A crossbow has been, for some time, legal to use during
rifle deer seasons but not during deer bow season.

We have had a little winter set back recently and the wind is unreal. When it�s cold and windy
where the turkeys won�t even gobble in the morning � it�s too cold for you to be out there.
Sounds like things are going to warm up and that will help the hunting and fishing both. Keep
your fingers crossed that winter is over and let�s move on to spring and summer. A reminder
that Spring Turkey Permits can still be purchased. So get your permits and get out there, you
won�t be sorry you did. Remember,  I�m not an expert but I have my share of luck. I wonder if
the experts are having any luck today?  So until next time �Happy Hunting & Fishing.�

This month�s picture is of a proud Ema Lee Meints from Steinauer,
Nebraska showing a couple of fresh mushrooms found on the
Missouri River Bottom near Peru.



The Face
         of  Drought
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Melinda D. Clarke, CPA
Tammy Westhart, Accountant

Combined: 18+ years experience

Services offered:
�Income Tax (Individual, Business, Corporate, Non-Profit)
�Financial Statements
�Business Planning
�Payroll (including direct deposit) & Bookkeeping (services tailored to your needs!)

Areas of personal experience we bring to our business:

Phone (402) 274-3342  �  Fax (402) 274-3362  �  E-mail silvermdc@alltel.net
1415 19th Street  �  Auburn, Nebraska 68305

�Agriculture
�Restaurant
�Military
�Construction
�Railroad & Transportation

�Entrepreneurship
�Non-Profit
�Governmental
�Electrical
�Refrigeration

Children�Farm Raised:

During our forty years of marriage the best
crop Dale and I ever raised was our three
sons; inputs were outrageously expensive,
but the return.....four grandchildren thus
far....has been phenomenal.

Insightful, inquisitive and delightfully spon-
taneous these little ones are the fourth
generation to climb our home�s one-hun-
dred year-old stairs... throw stones into
Horse Creek,  and walk fields which were
once open prairie. They are the latest in a
long line of stolid, Volga-German farm kids,
a living legacy of the boys and girls who
fled, with their parents, Mother Russia�s
brutal winters, her Bolshevik Revolution,
and the madness that was WWI.

I like to think there�s a little of those long-
ago farm children in these kids, that if they
chanced to meet they�d recognize some-
thing of themselves in the other, perhaps a
shared love of spring mud and newborn
calves, or a passion for home-made
noodles, garlic sausage and rye bread.

Agricultural technology, along with the
consolidation of individual farms into single,
larger units, have placed modern farm kids
on their own endangered species list.....and
that�s a crying shame.

Because where else could you hear decla-
rations like this: (Devon-8) �In olden days
kids didn�t have toys, they played with
chicken feet.� (Luke-6) �The Mama cat laid
some kittens!�  (Katelyn-7) �Eggs are baby
chickens.....before they grow feathers.�

And of course three year old Allison�s
precocious response to receiving a small
bucket of corn (to scatter to the chickens)
instead of the promised red wheat. �This
not wheat....this corn.�

Growing up a farm kid means a child learns
early their place in God�s great circle of life,
and their importance as a contributing
member of the family.  Forget to pick up
your toys and you�ve got a messy room....
forget to gather the eggs and you�ve
changed the breakfast menu for not only
yourself, but also your mother, your father,
and siblings as well.

And entertainment?

A tire suspended from a front yard cotton-
wood, along with a large pile of back-yard
straw bales, are what substitutes for fancy
playground equipment at our place, and a

horse tank and irrigation ditch are stand-ins
for a municipal swimming pool.  Old tractors
and retired equipment can quickly morph
into pirate ships, race cars, or dragons...
and a simple walk to the river a treasure
hunt for Indian artifacts; imagination is the
only limitation.

There�s open space for running, dark cor-
ners for hiding, and creek banks for dream-
ing....

And it�s all theirs....

As Always,

Karen
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May Madness

When I awoke this morning, I found my wrist-
watch on the wrong arm�my right arm�which
is the wrong arm, except when I�m trying to
remind myself of something important�.

But I�d forgotten what I�m supposed to be
remembering�Of course.

I yawned and looked at our digital clock.  It said
�OIL�...which was sure to be a good omen for
that day.  My husband wasn�t so certain.

Raising his head from the pillow, Michael
squinted through the dimness. �Why is our
clock upside down?�

�I couldn�t sleep!�  I said, �So I flipped the clock.
It�s fun to make 3 letter words all night long�
just ask any writer��

The ringing of our telephone interrupted my
words. �There!� I said. �That�s our $10,000
phone call.  Today�s going to be a good day for
our business.  You need to take that call, Mr.
O!�

Michael sighed. �It�s too early!  It�s hardly 7
o�clock�!�

�You mean �OIL o�clock!�   Answer that phone,
sir�!�

He did.  A moment later, his voice turned
happy.  �Great to hear from you, Sam! We�ll be
glad to help. We�ll scratch your back, and you�ll
scratch ours.  That�s how it works.  Thanks so
much for calling!�

Hanging up the phone, Michael dialed his
brother. �We just got a million dollar call,� he
said. �Be ready to go to work!�

I smiled. �Told you so,� I said.  �Am I a good
employee or what?�

It�s not easy, folks.  Being the secretary for my
husband�s business is tough work.  Unfortu-
nately, the boss hinders me on most days.
Michael insists on doing his own typing�finger
by finger.  It takes him hours to do what would
take me minutes.

�I have to keep in practice...!� he says, pecking

away at the keyboard.

�Well. What am I here for?�

Mike sighs, squinting at the computer screen.
�You�re my personal sexetary, Mrs. O! You
know that!�

Actually, I have many more tasks than just
being a personal sexetary.  I must accompany
the boss on trips, which can be quite trying, at
times.

�Look!� I say, peering at his speedometer.
�You�re speeding, aren�t you?�

�Am not.  The speed limit says 65�!�

�But you�re towing a trailer! That signs says
your towing limit is 55 mph.�

�They never enforce that law!� he says. �Tell me
of one person who was pulled over because of
it! Don�t worry, Honey. We won�t get a ticket.�

Right.

Last night we were traveling along in the dark-
ness.  We were heading downhill at a good
clip.  Suddenly, flashing red lights appeared
behind us.  Michael pulled over.

The officer was young, but experienced. Glanc-
ing at Mike�s driver�s license, he said: �Mr.
O�Neal...You�re a professional driver. You know
better than to go 69 mph while towing a trailer.�

He pointed at a sign just ahead of us. �That
sign says 55 mph for towing!�  The officer
looked at Mike hard. �Besides that, you have a
broken tail-light!�

Michael smiled his Aw-Shucks grin. He ex-
plained that he had a brand new tail-light
replacement behind the seat. He had a harder
time explaining why he was going 69 in a 55
mph zone.

Meanwhile, I took the new tail-light out of the
box and showed it to the officer.  It helped
considerably, and it�s a good thing!  If the officer
hadn�t been won over by the secretary�s charm,
he would�ve given my boss a hefty ticket.  I�m

sure of it.

�A ticket�� the officer said, �is bad for your
commercial record! Higher insurance rates,
too!�  He paused, and then made my husband
promise to never again break that speed limit
law.  Michael shook the officer�s hand and we
drove down the road in silence.

�I told you so,� I said.

My boss was humbled.  Briefly.

Men learn things the hard way.  In fact, my
husband always does things the hardest way
possible.  He says it builds stamina, both
physically and mentally.

However�the other day, I found my boss
breaking his own rule.  He was trying to do
something the easiest way possible.

I found him aiming at the top of our Redwood
trees with his rifle.  �What in the world?� I said.
�Why are you shooting our trees?�

�Their branches are obstructing our internet
dish,� Mike said. �These Redwoods grow way
too fast!�

�So...you�re going to shoot off their branches?�

He looked at me.  �Can you think of an easier
way?�

No.  I had to admit that I couldn�t.  I retreated in
silence.

My husband is brilliant, really�and so is my
boss.  Come to think of it, his sexetary is rather
ingenuous, as well.

Now�if I can only remember why my wrist-
watch is on the right arm.  Or on the wrong
arm, as the case might be�.

I�ll remember sometime.  I really will.

Probably this evening....at OIL o�clock.
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Stop in and have your fill of
The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Valentino's of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410

Redeemable Only at Valentino�s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522       1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$2 off Dinner or $1 off Lunch; limit 6/coupon
Good Through May 31, 2011

$2 off Dinner or $1 off Lunch; limit 6/coupon

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) � 1017 H Street � Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00
  (402) 274-4525

Carefree Living!
Low Income

One  Bedroom  Apartment
Beautiful View

 � Utilities Paid
 � Building Security
 � Assigned Parking

 � Appliances Furnished
 � Laundry Facility
 � Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Last Stop for Cold Drinks and Ice
Going to Indian Cave State Park

Ice, Groceries, Lunch and
Your Favorite COLD Beverages.

NEMAHA�S ONLY STOP
On Highway 67 in Nemaha, Nebraska.

For Mother�s Day or
Memorial Day

Flower Country & Gifts
Fresh Flowers � Hanging Baskets

Silk Flowers � Cemetery Decorations
Plants � Fresh Floral Wraps

(402) 274-2418
1222 J Street, Auburn, Nebraska

We saw tilling in April; there will be planting in May.


