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712 Nebraska Street, Peru $111,000
Well-cared for home with appliances and
central air. 4-bedroom, 2 bath, walkout
basement and 3-car detached garage.
Deck, patio, and extensive landscaping.
Over 1100 square feet on main level.
Large living and dining rooms, laundry
and main floor bedroom and bath.

Whether it’s buying, selling,
renting, or looking for
a place to build, let
The American Dream
Real Estate Company
be your first choice.
402-274-4410

Andrea Mellage, Sales........ 274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

THE

‘merican
IJ)ream

REAL ESTATE COMPANY
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PRICE REDUCED| [+

NEW CONSTRUCTION

e .

1916 6th Street $275,000
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, access to ap-
prox 14x19 deck, full walkout bsmt

1211 13th Street $85,000
2-bed, 1-bath, newer roof, updated
furnace, central air, and windows.

1419 17th Street $69,999
3-bed, 1.5 bath. Fully remodelled in
2010! Large 1-car det. garage.

—= b

603 Kansas St., Nemaha $115,000 1011 23rd Street
3+bedroom, 1.5 bath, laundry, full 4-bed, 2 bath,. New roof, siding, &
unfin basement, 2-car detach garage. windows. Large 2-car det. garage. finished basement, 1-car garage

706 14th Street __ $110,000
2-bed, 2-bath, completely updated,

REALTOR

Carla Mason, Broker.......... 274-1817

820 Central Avenue Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com
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On the first day of Summer, 2015, I rode my bicycle
along The Steamboat Trace hiking/biking trail from
Peru to the Missouri River. These are my favorite
photos from that ride; Mourning Cloak butterfly,
Columbine wildflower, Wild Rose, Western King-
bird.

Inside are articles by your favorite writer(s) and
more photography from mid to late June.

Be sure to visit the advertisers who support Your
Country Neighbor, and enjoy your favorite writer.

Have a great month!

Stephen

FDIC  (Cook, NE 68329

FARMERS BANK OF COOK

Growing in Southeast Nebraska

Main Office

864-4191

Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421
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Tecumseh, NE 68450

Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458

Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037
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1920 “O” Street P.O. Box 272
Auburn, NE 68305 Auburn, NE 68305

(402) 274-3938
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SEE ME
FOR YOUR
INSURANCE
AND
FINANCIAL
REVIEW.

Together we'll prioritize your
needs and help you plan your
financial future. Schedule your
free review today.

WE LIVE WHERE YOU LIVE.

Patrick Castle Ins Agcy Inc
Pat Castle, Agent
Auburn, NE 68305
Bus: 402-274-5121

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR,
STATE FARM 1S THERE®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Consult your tax or legal advisor for specific advice.
State Farm = Home Offices: Bloomington, IL
P0O36333 10/03

Writers This Month
Devon Adams
Sue Farmer
Stephen Hassler
Merri Johnson
Lee Nyberg
Vicki O’'Neal
Marilyn Woerth
Thank You
Copyright 2015 by Your Country
Neighbor. All rights are reserved.
No part of this publication may be
reproduced in any form or by any
method without the written permis-

sion of the publisher. Ownership of
some photos and/or written pieces

is retained by the author.

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126
Peru, Nebraska 68421
countryneighbor@windstream.net

View Online at

www.yourcountryneighbor.com




Night Owls vs Morning Persons

Stephen Hassler

I wasn’t always a morning person. I didn’t like having to work
eight hours of the day in order to have two or three restful
hours in the evening, so after work I tried to squeeze out all of
the day that was left, trying to make the evening longer than it
was; usually staying up later than appropriate, watching the To-
night Show instead of Good Morning America. [ was a “night
owl”.

People who are not “morning people” usually embrace the no-
tion of being a “night owl”. Maybe they just don’t want to say
goodbye to the day. They stay up late at night watching televi-
sion or eating or drinking, not wanting to let go. I’'m sure night
owls value the approaching day, but they’re too tired to wake
up to its beginnings. Personally, I like to be up before the sun
and watch it rise. Sometimes it colors the clouds, and on clear
days, sends its blinding light through green leafy branches,
warming my porch, always giving heavenly ‘notice’ to the
songbirds.

DUTCH PANTRY

‘Great Savings When You Buy In Bulk’
* Deli » Gathering Room
* Hand-dipped Ice Cream
® Donuts on 1st, 3rd, and 5th Sat.
* Homemade Baked Goods
* Special Orders Accepted

Farmer’s Market Saturdays
8:30 a.m. to 12:00 Noon

Ed & Judy Jones, Owners * 402-274-1102 « 2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

Evenings are often serene, afternoons can be pleasant, but
mornings are almost always magic. I look forward to hav-

ing coffee outside in the morning. I say to the morning, “I’'m
awake, Day, I’'m here and I’m ready.” (Well, I don’t really say
that, but I ‘feel’ it). Mornings are beginnings; of a new day, of
a new life. Mornings bring anticipation, excitement, wonder.
So come bedtime I say goodbye to the day, knowing that when
next my eyes are open, there will be the wonder of the morning
light, a new day dawning. (Unless it’s my 3:00 a.m. bathroom
break.)

So I wish you a magical morning experience as often as you
can fit one into your busy life. Greet the day with a morn-

ing walk or jog, maybe a yoga exercise. And remember, most
things are better when shared with friends, and going for a
walk with a friend in the morning can be a great way to begin a
day. Why not begin tomorrow?

Pharmacy

U-SAVE PHARMACY

* Convenient Drive-Thru Window

* Free Delivery Service In Auburn Mon thru Sat

* Free Delivery Service In Peru on Tue & Thu

» Same-Day Prescription Mail-out Service

* We Accept All Major Insurance Plans

* We Accept All Medicare D Plans

* We Administer Whooping Cough, Shingles and
Flu Vaccines (except Thur & Sun)

| MasoN =“Ratuat
buy 1 get 1

FREE!

 Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30 - 5:30, Sat 8:30 - 1:00 Offer Good Through July, 2015

PHARMACY

www.Stores.Healthmart/CodysUsavePharmacy o : P ot ..-..':- = i i
HealthMart. % Part of one of the gardens at

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394 2220 J Street » Auburn, Nebraska 68305

Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery
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" This July 4th And

Drive Safely!

A message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S
SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
All Makes & Models

Collision Work
Frame Repair

Body Work
Glass Installation e
Welding i

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614 2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska
N\ J

WEBSITE DESIGN

marciegrendesign.com
* Promote your business with a new
website.

* Value Priced for Churches, Non Prof-
its, City Schools & County Sites.

* Get your website started with my
Personal Coaching.

* Display your art or product in a Slide
Show on the internet.

e Custom Graphics, Banners, Logos.
* Personalized Service

* Easy Payment Plans Available.
Email: marciegren@icloud.com
401-274-3289 rAhburn, Nebraska
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Diary of a Part-time Housewife

Merri Johnson

Sometimes it just doesn’t pay to try to be efficient. Earlier today I had
an item that needed to be mailed TODAY. Hubby was going out any-
way, so I asked him to take it to the post office to save a trip.

As soon as he pulled out of the garage it occurred to me that [ hadn’t
mentioned that he needed to take the envelope inside the post office to
get it weighed and stamped. A cursory glance at the somewhat grubby
manilla envelope would reveal that [ was re-using an old one and that
the postage label on it was also old.

But I know hubby well enough to be pretty sure he would pay no atten-
tion to the layers of labels or notice that the envelope had been previ-
ously metered. No, he would just chuck that envelope into the drive-up
mailbox. It would be days before it came back to me undeliverable for
lack of postage. So much for getting it in the mail TODAY.

I tried to catch hubby before he drove away up the street, but [ was too
late. So I dashed back inside to call him on his cell phone, which I dis-
covered sitting on the kitchen counter. So much for the convenience of
cell phones. I had no choice but to follow him to his appointment and
retrieve the envelope.

Not only did I not save a trip to the post office, I actually had to drive
the opposite direction from the post office to get the envelope and then
drive back to the post office to mail it.

I can only hope that re-using that envelope saved more resources than I
wasted doing the extra driving to get it mailed TODAY.

Farm Pond West of Peru, Nebraska

Your Country Neighbor



FLAGS

They are alive in the wind,
with their stripes and colors
snapping to attention.

Like a battalion of soldiers,
the banners line the street
and remind us that freedom
isn’t free. The ghosts of past
wars discovered that truth,
and proved their loyalty with
their lives. As the sky explodes
with bursts of fire that fill our
eyes and ears with a patriotic
imitation of war, we celebrate
our liberty.

Poetry by Devon Adams

THE HOLLYS

In the melting heat, they
danced with wind. With
fancy petals ruffled at

the edges, the hollyhocks
would nod and greet each
other, as they waited for
the little girls to come and
pick them off the stems,
and turn them inside out.

CEDAR CHEST

It’s an antique now,
with varnished finish,
and a scent inside
that comes from pink
bare wood. A haven
safe from insects, this
old box held precious
family heirlooms, like
baby blankets and the
handmade quilts from
Grandma, plus the
satin wedding dress,
wrapped in love.

THRIFTY

Like an adoption agency,
the store has things that
need new homes. Coming
from former owners and

Then they would become
the ladies of the garden!

ALMOST FOREVER

Summer light is almost forever.
Evenings ease softly into glow,
when trees are silhouettes, ponds
are pools of precious metals, and
the sky wears golden bands along
the edge. Clocks say night, but

places of residence, they
mix and mingle on shelves
and tables, waiting to be
chosen and carried away,
where they won’t be known
as used, but only as loved
and needed. And their new
owners won’t be called
anything but thrifty.

summer says, “Not yet, not yet,

until the stars are ready to be
born again!” But soon comes
early dawn, breathing heat,
and fading black away.

SOUND OFF

So many sounds so loud,

and long, going on and on. A L

Too much to hear and learn, N S A 4
N Vi

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS

Done from your photographs.
Send to:

Devon Adams

P.O. Box 192

Peru, NE 68421

OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

8x10 (mat size) $25.00
11x14 (mat size) $35.00
16x20 (mat size) $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site: BuckSkinz.com

all at once. Coming in your \ Ve [ A : o
ears, crowding your brain y .| 1§ Z
space, taking your attention, e P ;
and not giving it back again.
Try turning off the sounds,
and listen to the natural world.

July, 2015
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F&B fEnte@rises dba

Sue Farmer
Farmers Exchange

412 South Main Street
Rock Port, Missouri 64482
660-744-2151
cell 660-744-3691

farmersXchange@yahoo.com
seb82148@yahoo.com

Antiques, Collectibles, Historic Memorabilia
www.FarmersExchangeAntiques.com

Morma's Antique Mall, LLC
1715 Sione Shrest

Folls Cify, ME 68355

Morma Briteell
Chwmniss

J\mrmn -".nl:lquu Mall, LLC

s & Collectiblas |

402-245-4338

FoceBook At Mormosantiguemall

r________1

sy ¥ e
@@ @:@0/\' nnﬁ:;t:egl

Repurposed Furniture]

I\“/'/ PICTURE FRAMING |
NEBRA

SKA MADE PRODUCTS
1213 ) St.. | Auburn, NE | (402) 414-5107 or (402) 414-1395 I
IBring in this ad for a 15% Discount, Excluding Vendors

This Offer Expires June 30, 2015

L________J

Some antiques preserve better than others.
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RESEARCHING YOUR COLLECTIBLES

Suggestions regarding how to know what you have and
whether it has more than sentimental value.

Sue Farmer

There are LOTS of books on antiques and collectibles - and some
for very specific collections, for example, exclusively depression
glass, carnival glass, specific potteries (Roseville, McCoy, etc.),
coins and currency, pocket knives, early American pressed glass
(EAPG), cast iron, furniture -- you name it -- there’s a research
book on it!

I’ve found the easiest research tool is the internet ... you can filter
your search by name and/or description. The only catch to that is
knowing how to describe your item -- too much detail and you’ll
miss pertinent websites; too little detail and you’ll get a massive
amount of information to sort through. You may need to try sev-
eral different descriptions to get a “hit.” There are websites avail-
able that will do the research for you when you simply can’t find
anything like what you have. For example, I use “Just Answer”
-- they have experts in every field you can think of ... and they usu-
ally respond in a reasonable amount of time. Yes, it costs to have
access; but that brings me to what may be easiest for you.

Try asking antique dealers and/or auctioneers. Many times they
can recognize a piece and its value with little or no research (be-
cause they’ve done it before, of course). And if they don’t know
anything about your treasure, they have resources to look it up!

Finally, if you have a family heirloom that turns out to have little
monetary value, just remember ... it’s still priceless to you. The
memories that “old stuff” triggers is what really counts. There are
stories to be told, memories to be shared, passed down from gen-
eration to generation.

So remember to take time to have a cup of coffee, sit a spell and
visit the past -- your children, grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren will value that the most.

Sue Farmer
Farmers Exchange
Rock Port, Missouri



TINCHER ~ 22

COMPLETE AUTO
SERVICE AND REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Heavy & Light Engine Repair
Alignments  Exhaust Repair
Brake Work Detailing

2007 Cobalt LS ‘ 2001 Ford Escape XLT 2004 Chevy Cavalier 2007 Chrysler Pacifica AWD 4.0L

814 Central Ave. Auburn, Nebraska 68305
Call 402-274-2277 Visit www.TincherAutoSales.com

Carefree Living!

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

« Utilities Paid * Appliances Furnished
* Building Security ¢ Laundry Facility
* Assigned Parking ¢ Activity Room & Library

Valley View Apartments| ogice Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 t0 4:00
(High Rise) * 1017 H Street * Auburn, NE (402) 2 74_4525

Wildflower along back road west of Brownville.
July 2015  Your Country Neighbor 7



- Seven Tips for Summer Travel with an Older Adult
HOM ETOW N By Lee Nyberg
Summer is the season of road trips for many families. Maybe the reason is
AND CENT ' a trek across country for a destination wedding or a reunion of the family
HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES || at the much beloved Minnesota cabin. Traveling with older adults can add
another layer of adventure to a family trip. These 7 tips will help you along

the journey, whether by road or air.

GE ¢ Hotpoint « Whirlpool « Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

1011 CENTRALAVENUE || Proper Prior Planning: Understand the current situation on any health
(402) 274-5512 AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305 || jsqyes or limitations with daily activities, including special diet and mobil-
ity needs. Arrange for an accessible hotel room and airport transport help in
advance. Have contingency plans for leaving early, if necessary.

PEGGY KUSER Power Packing: Don’t check anything you can’t live without. An older

adult’s medication may be irreplaceable. Extra clothes can be a face saver

Certified Public Accountant for someone dealing with incontinence.
pkuse@windstream.net

916 Central Avenue Don’t Be Late: Stick to the normal medication schedule. This is crucial for
Auburn, NE 68305 some conditions, like Parkinsonis disease.

(402) 274-5106 Fax: (402) 274-2580

Let’s Go Now: Know when the good times are in the course of a day, plan
your most taxing activity then. If ultra-busy, noisy places like airports
cause agitation in your loved one, try to limit exposure.

THE HAIR COTTAGE

Shellv Nichols -For Al Your Family Time to Stop for Gas: Be sure everyone is properly hydrated and has low-
y Hair Care Needs salt snacks available. Summer heat and humidity are a double whammy for
Peru, Nebraska _7unning an older adult
402-872-3107 -Manicures '
Hours:

Emergency! Be ready to check your loved one into the hospital if neces-
sary with insurance information, medical history, doctors’ contact informa-
tion, and a list of current medications and dosages.

Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

Avoid an Identity Crisis: If you’re providing care for your older adult
loved one, have a card in your wallet which identifies you as the caregiver

S h o A t Th e x of Person X, include emergency phone contact information, not your infor-
p mation or home address. List key medical conditions, especially if de-

6 &3 mentia is present. Have your loved one carry a card identifying you as his
BestUsed

caregiver or companion with your name and phone number.

Cl o th n g Stor e ' ¥ | sometimes staying at home is the best option for an older adult loved one.

Check with your loved one’s doctor if you have any concerns about fitness
Neighborhood Closet’s Location is | to travel. If you decide to venture without your loved one, enlist the help

of familiar friends, family, or professional caregivers to care for your loved
911 Central Ave. in Auburn |BRERUNEEELEIE

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Home Care Assistance is North America’s premier provider of in-home care for se-
niors. For more info, visit http://www.homecareassistanceomaha.com/hourly-home-care
Or, if you'd like to speak with a Care Manager right away, call us at 402-763-9140.

8 July, 2015 Your Country Neighbor



Where Life Is Good

Marilyn Woerth

What are the possibilities? You have the rest of the summer, fall, winter, and
your life spread before you, what are your possibilities? Let’s say that I am 99
years old, what are my possibilities? That will depend on how sound my mind
and body is. One inevitable fact is that [ will die. One possibility is that I will
turn 100. Will I still have to pay taxes when I turn 100? I suppose that will
depend if I still have money in the bank. One of the possibilities I hope I still
have is the ability to smell the flowers. What a sad life it will be for me when I
cannot wander outside to smell the whiff of a fragrant breeze.

I actually have been putting off... writing about this time in my life. Even
though I know for my own sanity it is something I need to attend to, and now is
the time. My father died at 59, my mother may not turn 84. She is forgetting
how to live. Her heart and body is strong, and if I know her, so is her will, but
her mind at last is forgetting how to live. So I had drawn myself into a slump
holding my breath waiting, waiting, and thus I have forgotten how to live as
well.

I have not been outside very much to smell the roses, lilac, and now the lilies,
oh my desirously wonderful lilies. Ask me what my favorite flower is and I will
pronounce it loud and clear, the lily. In my mind it is the symbol of eternal life,
youth and happiness. It has been a hard few years and I WAS keeping myself
from living it to the fullest. But no more...I am tired of waiting for life to make
me happy again. Only I am capable of that, I know this; I have practiced it so
why have I forgotten this important part of who I am? Sometimes life can just
be overwhelming.

It hits us all in different ways and at different times. Have you been through

the worse you thought you could ever survive? Then survived only to find that
some lesser stress has pushed you to the edge? When I first experienced anxiety
attacks decades ago I couldn’t understand it. I told my physician that my life
was fine now, | had minor difficulties earlier but now this should not be happen-
ing. He explained that is how it happens sometimes; we hold ourselves in and
are capable of being strong but when the crisis pasts and our guard is down, we
can quite literally slip over that edge.

Not one to hold with taking pills, I gathered knowledge. Now I can sense when
an anxiety attack is coming on. I run through in my mind questions I need to
ask myself. Ithen answer those questions and then I act on them. What this did
was help me to take charge of the event, not the circumstances taking charge of
me.

Thus through the years, very little medication has been needed. But sometimes
when there is prolonged stress, it creeps up on you, and sometimes you know it
and still feel unable to react; you fight it but you’re not winning. It was time; [
swallowed my pride and went in for help, for myself, my family and my moth-
er. It didn’t take long, I still prefer the natural way, but sometimes I do need a
boost. Now I am back to being me, halleluiah! Now the possibilities lay before
me once again. And I am taking full advantage of them where life is good.

T? Schneider OK Tire

Authorized Dealer

Tires
NUNIROYAL Y Batteries
. Alignments
BF Goodrich Oil Changes
— Brake Work

Shock & Strut Installation
402-274-4947

Y .ll'ﬂ-:jf.E-l_._Iﬂ'
2314 J Street, Auburn, NE

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS

This institution is an equal opportunity
provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment Utilities Included
* Affordable quality living
* Rent based on income
* Applications will be placed on waiting lists
* No pets
* Handicap accessible
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Golden Acres Apartments -- Cook, NE
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE
Electric stove, refrigerator
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have window air units
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460
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Charming waterfall in one of the gardens at
Whiskey Run Creek Vineyard & Winery

VINEYARD & WINERY

July Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed & Thu 10:00 am - 5:00 pm
{ Fri& Sat 10:00 am - 6:00 pm
Sun 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm
oy Closed Mondays and Tuesdays
# “WRC Friday Nights”
After supper at the Brownville

Lyceum, enjoy a bottle of wine and an
evening of entertainment at the Winery.

2015 Summer Music Series This Month

Friday, July 3rd, Jumpin’ Kate (Rock, Country, Blues)
Friday, July 10th, Daniel Christian (Pop, Rock, Folk)
Friday, July 17th, Chris Sayre (Folk, Blues)

Friday, July 24th, John Worshana (Rock, Jazz, Country)
Friday, July 31st, Sha-La-Las (60°s Music)

Performances 7:30 - 9:30 p.m. with $5.00 Cover Charge

402-825-4601 702 Main Street
Brownville, Nebraska 68321

s Wi
FIEE AN B W EEET

Whiskey

www.whiskeyruncreek.com

Sitting Pretty Book Store

Every Home Needs Books
And A Painted Chair!

* Garden Art by Jan
e Jewelry
* Repurposed Books & More

402-274-3104

On Main Street in Brownville, Nebraska

10 July, 2015 Your Country Neighbor

BRCWNVILLE LYCEUM CATE

Open for Lunch Daily
11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

Open for Supper
Fridays & Saturdays

5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

= * 9 Join Us for Prime Rib, Salmon,
5 i { Crab Cakes, Desserts, and More!
(Closed Mondays)

Enjoy Home Cooking and Delicious Desserts while visiting
The Historic Village of Brownville.

Anita Robertson, Owner/Manager

402-825-4321 228 Main Street Brownville, Nebraska

Like Us on facebook.com/BrownvilleLyceumCafe




Old Home Place
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lsost Coast

Having kids makes us sentimental and a bit loopy. As babies, they weave
themselves into our very souls...and we don’t know what to do when they
grow up and get on with their lives. It ain’t easy being a Parent.

My youngest daughter came to visit me in NorCal for the summer. She is my
princess—my baby—a Senior at a College in Omabha....A spirited 22-year-

old College Kid who drove across five states to see her O’ Mom on the West
Coast. 2000 miles of white-line fever...Endless Wyoming. The saltflats of
Utah. The grimness of a Nevada desert highway. It’s a real feat for a hardened
traveler like me—Ilet alone a College Kid.

My daughter wasn’t daunted. “I made it just fine,” Mystia said, upon arrival.
“I have my GPS!”

She had other electronic wonders hidden in her Smartphone, as well. She put
them to good use—taking candid video clips of me living my daily life. She
shared them on Social Media. Her friends responded with gales of laughter
that echoed across Cyberspace. I have no idea what’s so funny.

Immediately upon arrival, Mystia took over my bedroom....my dressers, my
cabinets, my bed, and my breathing space. Retreating to the couch, I look on
bemused. I tolerate her gladly--paying dearly for the privilege of being a mom.

It ain’t easy being a Parent.

My bulging closet full of clothes had to be examined, and most items were
dismissed as obsolete. She helped me organize a Yard Sale and we sold a few
of my things—a feat that she thought remarkable—considering what we had to
work with.

Mystia joined a gym and insisted that I sign up for a membership as well. She
put me through a series of rigorous exercises and tortures especially designed
to strengthen my half-century old muscles. I groaned my way through it. The
toning, the workouts, the warm-ups...the cool-downs. It hasn’t done much for
my body, but it has improved the relationship with my daughter considerably.
She’s quite proud of me...At least for the moment.

I wanted to share with Mystia the glories of the West Coast. But within days
of her arrival, it seems that our Pacific Paradise has gone completely wacky. 1
took her to my favorite stretch of coastline, hoping to find sand-dollars. In-
stead, we found a beachful of dying jellyfish, dead birds and rotting seals.

“What’s going on?” Isaid. “It’s never been like this before!”
“It’s my fault,” Mystia sighed. “I’ve brought with me the curse of death.”

She may be right. I’ve been on the West Coast off-and-on for the last seven
years, and I’ve never seen anything like it. Out in the ocean—off the Oregon
coast—underwater volcanoes have begun to erupt. Earthquakes are rippling
the placid Pacific now, and scientists are becoming concerned. The tectonic
plates and subduction zone has been locked up tight and the pressure has been
building for years.

It’s going to blow one of these days. But none of that bothers my College Kid.
“I can’t wait to feel my first earthquake!” she says.

Sweet Summer Sojourn

By Vicki O'Neal

We had a small, preliminary quake the other day—just to make her happy—but
it had quite the opposite effect. The quake occurred at 4:00 in the morning and
Mystia slept right through it. It made her mad.

“Don’t worry,” I said. “One of these days we’ll have a quake that’s big enough
for you. Too big, in fact. A megaquake is coming that will take out the whole
West Coast. That’s what Scientists say.”

She wasn’t overly concerned. College Kids have much bigger things to worry
about, actually. Monumental things....like getting textbooks in the mail so they
can do their Summer Classes online.

Yesterday, Mystia was in a panic. “My first assignment in Psychology is due by
midnight...and I barely got my textbook in the mail today!”

I offered to help with the assignment—but my daughter said it was beyond my
scope. The assignment was about “Parenting”. What could I possibly know
about that subject?...or about anything else, for that matter?

Unfortunately, College has a way of enlarging the brain cells of our children to an
enormous size, and it takes a good while for them to shrink back again to normal.
The College-of-Hard- Knocks will someday restore their brain cells to proper
size. It always does.

Until then, I’ll just enjoy the Journey.

We’re churning toward the end of Summer now. Soon, I will regain the rights to

my bed, my closet, and my dresser. Mystia will vanish into the Halls-of-Higher-
Learning, once more, and I will be alone—with only the echo of her laughter and
the lingering scent of her perfume on my pillow. My heart aches for her already.

She is my Princess. I taught her to read...to do math...to write stories. She taught
me to use the Computer properly...to smile when I’m sad...To laugh the night
away until our hysterical giggles become wet with tears—or something definitely
worse.

I must make the most of each passing day, and store every memory in my heart
for the days ahead. Every smile. Every glance and grimace. Every moment of
intense fellowship...All packed away in the time-capsule of my Heart...to be
opened again sometime in the future.

When the front door shuts for the last time and her footsteps fade from my daily
life, I will wander the pathways of Memory—hearing again the echo of our sweet
Summer Sojourn. I will hear it as the twilight deepens...as the crickets chirp and
a lonely moon rises above the bay.

I will remember...oh yes, I will remember....And the tears will fall like rain.

It ain’t easy, folks.

It ain’t easy being a Parent.
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Great Sale Prices!
Cars, Trucks, SUV’s

24 Hour Showroom at
www.worldautosalesneb.com

Stk# Year Model Miles

NEED A BETTER CAR?
CREDIT NOT THE BEST?
WE CAN HELP!

STOP IN AND VISIT WITH ANY OF OUR FRIENDLY STAFF AT
1651 SouTtH 11TH STREET IN NEBRASKA CITY
www.worldautosalesneb.com

159063
140861
118098

5308 2000 TOYOTA TACOMA

2587 2003 FORD F150 XLT FX4
8196 2003 DODGE NEON SXT
4601 2003 CHEVROLET SILVERADO LT 230852
6807 2004 AUDI A6 2.7T QUATTRO 57200
0741 2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO125254
4482 2004 DODGE STRATUS SE 106368
2463 2005 FORD RANGER XLT EXTD S CAB 129308
1792 2005 BMW X3 3.0 AWD 87917
2905 2006 CADILLAC DTS BASE 109651
6833 2006 FORD F150 XLT 105605
2208 2006 JEEP LIBERTY 4WD SPORT 123958
1820 2006 CHEV SILVERADO 1500 Z71 4X4 198984
6421 2006 FORD TAURUS SE 100187
0638 2006 LINCOLN ZEPHYR BASE 74419
5389 2007 M-BENZ E-CLASS E350 4AMATIC 61322

0393 2007 CHEVROLET MALIBU LT 80675
2585 2007 CHEVROLET UPLANDER LS 105486
7117 2008 GMC ACADIA AWD SLT13 ROW 97149
6494 2008 CHEV COBALT SPORT 98292
0173 2008 FORD EXPLORER XLT 3ROW 91153
3017 2008 PONTIAC G6 SE1 71510
0751 2008 CHRYSLER T & C TOURING 89157
5191 2009 PONTIAC G8 BASE 100805
0887 2009 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT 91696
1116 2010 GMC SIERRA WORK TRUCK 107927
1376 2011 SUZUKI GSX-R600 6123

ORr CALL 402-873-6925

Looking for a Vehicle, to Trade or Sell?
Come See Us!
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Find “Your Country Neighbor”

Debby Chrls Annie Jake Get $100 to $300

Pop a Balloon

Discount!
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Grocery Stores, Pharmacies, Hardware Stores, Cafes & Restaurants, and in most Businesses that advertise in “Your Country Neighbor”.

p

"ﬁlﬂlﬂﬂﬂ% Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and

FEEEEEEEEEEEEEENNENENg
l'f $1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/c0upon'¢°I

J (402)873-5522

l'f $1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/c0up0nlfi
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Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

L ] O ®

The Beot Pésza Ever Made
- Guaranteed! o

ACAN
ﬁﬂegigeos

Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

=\

Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

(

Good Through August 31,2015 Introducing Valentino's

Country Style

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Sunday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Wednesday 5:00 am - 2:00 pm
Thursday - Saturday 5:00 am - 8:00 pm

Fried Chickenl!

Always Fresh, Never Frozen

tryy, Ltmml lh‘llmn H-H"L{

11112 Lo

Redeemable Only at Valentlno s in Nebraska City.

1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

On Our Dinner Menw:
Prime Réb ~ Seafood
Soup & Satad Bar
Fomemade Desserte

With Sides of Corn, Biscuits,
Mashed Potatoes & Gravy

402.274.1588

facebook.com/CafeMetroAuburn
901 Central Ave, Auburn
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