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Roadside Rose Just West of Brownville

Visiting the flood-water�s edge.



(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

� Same-Day Prescription Mail-Out Service
� Everyday Low Prices!
� Free Delivery Service In Auburn
� Convenient Drive-Thru Window
� We Accept Most Insurance Plans
� We Accept All Major Credit Cards

2220 J Street � Auburn, Nebraska 68305

U-SAVE PHARMACY
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Where to find Your Country Neighbor

Distributed monthly in parts of Nebraska, Kansas, and Missouri. Look for this publication
in grocery stores, pharmacies, hardware stores, restaurants, cafes, and in businesses that
advertise in these pages in the following Cities and Villages in Kansas; Baileyville, Beattie,
Home City, Fairview, Hiawatha, Sabetha, Seneca, and Summerfield. In Missouri; Rock
Port. In Nebraska; Auburn, Brownville, Cook, Falls City, Humboldt, Johnson, Nebraska
City, Nemaha, Pawnee City, Peru, Syracuse, and Tecumseh.

 You can also see current and past issues of Your Country Neighbor online at:
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

PHOTO COSTS
Should not be your

�SOMETHING BLUE�

WEDDING PLANS?

�  CD of Service or Reception:  $150
�  CD of Both Service and Reception:  $250
�  Prints Reasonably Priced

Dramatic Expressions Photography
402-872-6005     countryneighbor@windstream.net

PROGRESS
By Shirley Neddenriep

�Interesting; so it wasn�t just a rumor. It�s been fifty years, maybe that�s why they said
they didn�t find a horse. Progress . . . Peony Park for a strip mall, Indian Hills Theater a
parking lot and the winner�s circle with the buried famous horse for a parking garage.�

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

On May 15, 1959, horse-racing�s 1935 Triple Crown Winner, Omaha, was laid to rest in
the Circle of Champions at Ak-Sar-Ben Race Track. A monument to Omaha was erected
for the 27-year old horse who had spent the last few years of his life on a farm south of
Nebraska City.

Omaha was one of only 11 Triple Crown Winners since 1930. The winner must be a 3-
year old thoroughbred race horse who wins the Kentucky Derby, the Preakness and the
Belmont Stakes all held in five weeks of racing each May-June.

Ak-Sar-Ben (Nebraska spelled backward) Race Track closed in 1995 and the land taken
over by UNO. Early in the design planning for the new complex, the �Circle of Champi-
ons� of the old Ak-Sar-Ben race track would have been the centerpiece of a round-a-bout
for automobile traffic. When the search for the famous Nebraska race horse ended with no
horse to honor, the concrete winner�s circle was demolished to make way for the new
development: Aksarben Village - Omaha�s first mixed-use community. After the demoli-
tion of Ak-Sar-Ben, the area may have become a blighted area but for the foresight of land
development engineers, building owners and architects.

The February 20, 2009, issue of Midlands Business Journal featured an article about the
new community under construction in the old Ak-Sar-Ben area of Omaha. Olsson Engi-
neering constructed a new edifice including its offices as well as apartments. The new
development in the core of the city is a residential/commercial mix, organized for pedes-
trian traffic. For example, a grocery is located within walking distance of Olsson and
surrounding existing homes.

It is significant that the new Aksarben Village is a new community in an existing area (Ak-
Sar-Ben), a new development within the core of the city. For example, grocery stores,
cleaners, beauty salons, located near the new Olsson Associates edifice; apartments, a
residential/commercial mix - organized for pedestrian traffic, e.g., wide sidewalks, as
well as streets for auto traffic. This is progress, green progress.

Omaha, rest in peace.



ATTENTION:
50% OFF

STOREWIDE!
Expires July 30, 2011

911 Central Ave. in Auburn

Neighborhood Closet�s Location is

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.    Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

-For All Your Family
 Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
By Merri Johnson

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES

GE � Hotpoint � Whirlpool � Maytag
SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305
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PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

   (402) 274-5106                   Fax: (402) 274-2580

I�ve started to write this column three times now, but I keep hitting a wall. That�s what
I get for assuming my fortieth high school class reunion, held last weekend, would
surely yield some funny anecdotes to share. I guess, in a way, it did.

I discovered I�m intimidated by the �boys� in my class.

I had no trouble catching up with my female classmates. It was hugs all around and
easy chatter. None have gone to seed, although a few are already retired. Some are
practically raising their grandkids; others are making frequent road trips to help their
parents. Others, myself among them, live just close enough to both grandkids and
parents to enjoy them or get to them in an emergency, but not so close as to be always
on call.

But those boys, um, men�I just couldn�t figure out how to walk up to them at the
reunion and start a conversation. We�re all going on 60, for crying out loud. Why was
I acting like a teenager? Maybe there�s some time warp that automatically goes into
effect at reunions. Suddenly, everyone reverts to the pecking order of high school.
Jocks first, then smart kids who aren�t nerdy, then smart kids who are, then fringers,
then the real outliers, and finally those who were completely unremarkable.

I was a fringer: a friend of the kids who were athletic, popular and smart. The high
school equivalent of a bridesmaid.

Maybe I should have had a second glass of wine at the reunion to get my nerve up. I
feared that if I just pulled up a chair where the guys were sitting and said �Hi,� that no
one would know what to say next. I should have done it while the most popular girl
from high school was sitting with them. They were all listening to her with rapt
attention � just like the old days. I could have slipped in and just acted like I�d been
there all along. Perhaps I could have pulled it off.

Maybe this fear is all just in my head. I got out my yearbook today and re-read the
�good luck� notes on the senior photo page. All of those guys wrote things to me
indicating that we had actually had conversations and friendships in high school.

Keep up the great arguments!
Remember our great speech class.
Don�t forget econ class.
I�ll never forget driver�s ed.

Good grief. I don�t remember any of those things especially. I wonder if they do now.

In five years I�ll get another chance to overcome my insecurities and have a friendly
conversation with those guys. I won�t be able to avoid it because I volunteered to be
on the committee.

So, I�m making a pledge right now to grow up in the meantime and be prepared to
actually have a conversation at our 45th reunion. I�ll say something witty and relevant.
Something like, �So, you still driving?� I�m sure that will lead to an insightful, bond-
ing gab fest. Wish me luck!
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Poetry by Devon Adams

PENCIL PORTRAITS:

 8"x10"     $30    (Mat size is 8"x10" and image size is 5"x7")

11"x14"   $45    (Mat size is 11"x14" and image size is 8"x10")

16"x20"   $75    (Mat size is 16"x20" and image size is 11"x14")

WATERCOLOR PORTRAITS ALSO AVAILABLE

WEB SITE: BuckSkinz.com
402-209-9377

EMAIL: buckskinz@windstream.net

BLUE  INDIGO

Notes made of blue silk
rippled on the wind
by the clear creek.
Under the thick wood planks
of the rickety country bridge,
a colony of frogs made
mud prints of their bodies
next to the singing water.
Two exotic electric green
dragonflies hovered like
misplaced jungle jewelry,
as the indigo bunting flashed
through the liquid sunlight.

LOUD  COLORS

They wear their flashy colors
with a certain nonchalance, as
their voices flow like honey
on the rivers of wind.
Each feather is part of a design,
like a puzzle piece, because the
birds belong to separate tribes.
Their markings are distinctive, and
like bright ornaments, they flit
through the trees and pause
just long enough to broadcast
their presence.

SLEEPING  THROUGH  THE  STORM

The dark of the storm rolls over the hill,
pushing a wall of wind before the rain,
and throwing lightning bolts like spears.
Thunder bombs explode, the sound coming
slightly behind the flash, confirming a
connection between the sky and the ground.
Below the hard stones that write their names,
the previously living souls sleep without dreams,
oblivious to the chaos that roars above them.

BY  THE  SEA

From a high point on a bluff,
the view is long and lush,
with lovely hills rising steeply
along the line of the coast.
Green trees fringe the shimmer
of the water, and offshore islands
dot the vast expanse of distance.
Tiny boats and larger vessels float
serenely under the great blue silk
scarf of the sky, as small planes
seem to hang on the thermals, like
their feathered cousins that belong
to the clan of the turkey buzzards.
However, this is not the Riviera.
The water is a muddy river flood
that covers fields of corn and beans, and
surrounds the buildings of the farms
and towns on the plain that follows the
Missouri into the Mississippi.  In a close up
view, the distant illusion becomes a disaster
looking for an explanation.

FRAGMENTS  OF  FIRE

In the war between the clouds,
thunder booms across the plains,
as instant fire blooms in hot stalks
that grow from the ground up into
the furious, boiling storm towers.
Images of lightning trees fork
thousands of feet high, even as
they dissipate.  In the back of the
human eye, though, the retina retains
the branded lines, until our vision pathway
tells our brain that we are seeing
a forest of unearthly origin, seared
across the horizon, born in hell.

THE  RIVER  WIDE

Long ago, the river was free to roam
from bluff to bluff, in lazy loops that
wandered randomly, depending on
the wanton whims of rain and snow.
The prairie was a wild and lovely
place of peace and storms, balancing
the wet and the dry, the fires and the rains.
Humans were few and far between, content
to let the land be what it was.
But then they saw the value of the bottomland,
and chained the water like an inmate in a prison,
sentenced to life forever bound and gagged.
However, time flowed past the point of no return, until
an ancient truth once more became a mighty river.
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Where Life Is Good
Marilyn Woerth

Whoever coined the phrase lazy days of summer wasn�t a gardener.
Especially, if it is hot, with little rain, hazy summer.  During this time of
the year I really develop my muscles.   Do you know how much a 100 feet
of heavy duty garden hose weighs?   Me either but I can tell you it�s a lot
(like a gazillion pounds).  And I drag those babies up and down our hill.

So you may ask yourself why don�t  they have a sprinkler system.  Funny
I asked my husband that also.  His reply had something to do with cost,
maintenance and efficiency.    Which is true, I�m not sure about the cost,
but I do know that some areas would be watered too much, too little or
not at all.  And most �green� gardening books and magazines really
discourage using them.  (Besides my husband has me.)

So every summer and fall and like this year, spring, I throw those hoses
over my shoulders and troop up and down  and all around our yard on my
short, stubby legs.   Luckily, I have learned, that we Americans (have you
noticed how we Americans are always blamed for excesses) water too
much.  But this time it is true.  Most plants (not all) require one long
soaking, infrequently instead of the usual dose of frequent sprinklings
administered by most land owners.

And if you�re really savvy, you learn to plant native plants (check out
Great Plants for the Great Plains website).   Now why you may ask is it
more important to water for a longer period of time less frequently.  Well
if you water frequently those roots stay at the surface they have no incen-
tive to dig down deep, which would happen if you water less frequently.
So when the hot summer sun scorches that top soil, those roots will
literally cook.  While those roots that have gone in search of water way
down under stay crisp and cool.

So you see the only plants in my life that need extra tending during these
hot dry spells are my container plants and the vegetable garden.  Still use
the old stick your finger in the soil with your container plants and soaker
hoses are great for the vegetable garden but make sure even there that you
don�t under or over water, all vegetables are not created equal.

Of course, this year we are scratching our heads as we look out at the ole
Missouri getting closer and closer as our yard gets drier and drier.  But I
will be thankful for my dry hill gardens and send prayers to those down
the valley.

Oh and getting back to my statement about not being lazy this time of the
year, I�m heading out to do some deadheading (cutting off spent blooms),
picking up sticks, removing weeds, pulling out bolted (gone to seed)
lettuce and spinach (cool weather veggies), removing maple tree sprouts,
spraying for black spot (roses), cleaning up doo-doo from the raccoons,
turn the compost pile and other various chores that give me muscles and a
splendid yard.

So you see when you live where life is good, even the most disagreeable
chores have wonderful consequences.  I have learned to dig down deep in
order to blossom where I am planted.

Copyright 2010 and 2011 by Your
Country Neighbor. All rights are re-
served.  No part of this publication
may be reproduced in any form or
by any method without the written
permission of the publisher.  Own-
ership of some photos and/or writ-
ten pieces is retained by the author.

Devon Adams
Merri Johnson
Shirley Neddenriep
Karen Ott
Josh Whisler
Marilyn Woerth
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Your Country Neighbor

P.O. Box 126
Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

Writers this month

Thank You

Editor�s note:
More than five years of

this publication are online at:

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday
(402) 274-3614         2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Drive Safely!
A Holiday Message from all of us at

STRIGGOW�S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.
In Auburn

This July 4th and
Every Day
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402-274-2446       1223 J Street         Auburn

Reunions � Birthdays � Anniversaries

Try the Farmer Omlet for
Breakfast or the

Jack Daniels Philly for Lunch

Get your Finger Sandwiches, Salad,
Hot Wings, and more for your

Parties; call for details!

Open Weekends
402-274-9540
224 Main Street, in Brownville

Books
Gifts

Hand-painted China
Fused Glass Jewelry

I remember seeing wild roses in our farm pasture
when I was bringing home the cows many years ago.

Queen Anne�s Lace.

Probably waiting for me to fill the bird feeder.

Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska�s Oldest Town
Main Street in Brownville

Brownville Mills
Processor & Distributor of

Organic Foods
Open Daily 9:00 to 5:00 � Sundays 1:00 to 5:00

(402) 297-1521
www.BrownvilleMills.com
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116 Main Street
Brownville, NE 68321

www.BrownvilleMills.com

Nebraska�s Oldest Health Food Store
In Nebraska�s Oldest Town

Processor & Distributor of
Organic Foods

Mon through Sat  9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Chokeberries, Gummies, and Juice
(Exotic term for Chokeberry is Aronia)

(402) 297-1521

Various Dried Fruit
Nuts

Bulk Spices

814 Central Avenue
Auburn, Nebraska 68305

402-274-2277

COMPLETE AUTO SERVICE AND REPAIR
ALL MAKES AND MODELS

  � Towing Service
  � Tire Sales and Service
  � Custom Wheels
  � Batteries
  � Window Tinting
  � Spray-in Bed Liners

820 Central Avenue              Auburn, Nebraska 68305

OFFICE...274-4410

Whether it's buying, selling
or looking for a place to
build, let The American
Dream Real Estate Company
be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Sales...274-8557
Mark Rippe, Assc. Broker..274-8150
Leslie Justus, Sales......414-2628
Carla Mason, Broker...274-1817

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com

ROOMY FAMILY HOME

3 bedroom, 2 bath, new furnace and
central a/c in 2007. Large liv room and
din room. Appliances all stay.

1703 N Street
3 bedroom, 1 bath. Open kitchen and
dining room. Deck, large back yard,
corner lot, large 2 car garage.

GREAT FAMILY HOME

1002 m Street

SMALL HORSE ACREAGE

PRICE REDUCED!

4 bedrooms, 2 baths, walkout lower
level, hugh new deck, pool, 4 acres
being used to raise miniture horses.

64637 731 Road

814 14th Street
4 bedrooms, 2 baths, new oak trim and
doors, new windows Pellet stove in
huge fam/liv room, 1 car garage.

COMPLETELY ACCESSIBLE

1521 J Street

CLASSIC

3 bedroom, 2 bath, main floor laundry,
full basement, bright kitchen, double lot,
fenced yard, hot tub, patio, 1 car garage.

PRETTY TWO BEDROOM

63711 726 Road

Whispering Pines Acreage

3 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths, 3+ acres, vin-
tage barn and small pasture. Fireplace,
walkout bsment. Oversize 2 car garage.

2 bdrm, 2 bth, walkin closet in Master.
Patio, large back yard. No steps! Just
15 years old. Oversize 1 car garage.

2618 T Street
2 bedroom, 1 bath,original woodwork,
hardwood floors, forced air furnace and
central air. Main floor laundry.

612 16th Street
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Apple Raspberry � Chambourcin � Chardonel
de Chaunac � Concord � Edelweiss

Frontenac � Historic Brownville � LaCrosse
Levi�s Reserve �  Marechal Foch

Northern Red � Pyment � Robert�s Back 40
Riesling � St. Croix � Sweet Hattie � 1854

Our Current Wine ListJuly Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wed - Sat 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Sun 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

Open Mondays on Holiday Weekends

Whiskey Run Creek Winery in Brownville

(402) 825-4601                 702 Main Street
www.whiskeyruncreek.com              Brownville, Nebraska  68321

Reserve the �Loft� for your meeting or
celebration. Catering can be provided.

 Call 402-825-6361

We Live Here Too. We�ve Gotta Do It Right!
Open Monday through Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M.

785-799-3311   �   Toll Free 877-876-1228   �   www.bluevalley.net
1559 Pony Express Highway            Home, Kansas 66438

Telephone Service  �  High-Speed Internet  �  BVtv
� Web Hosting
� Key Systems
� Competitive Long Distance
� Computer Repair

Visit Us On
JULY 4th

For a unique
wine-tasting
experience!

Bumble Bee on Wild Chicory
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by Josh Whisler
Photo Submitted by Author
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Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450

Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037

Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446

Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421

Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458

State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381

Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466

Main Office
Cook, NE 68329

864-4191

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska

Fishing:

The River flooded to levels that haven�t been seen since the 1993 flood
due to the Missouri River reservoirs west and north being filled to capac-
ity from large snow run off from spring melting, and abnormal rain fall in
North and South Dakota. The bad thing is that there is no where to go
down stream either with the Mississippi well over flood stage also. To
add to it there are the local thunderstorms throwing even more water at
you. Diehard Fishermen have still been going out fishing in the flood
waters with pretty good success. Even though the waters that are being
fished are a mile or more from the river itself, the fish are foraging for
food at the new river�s banks (i.e. farm field or levy). You can give it a
try, but you better take some Deet if you go - the bugs have moved in for
the summer. The shear amount of flying bugs is unreal due to all the water
that�s sitting around right now.

Hunting:

Are you ready to go hunting? The seasons are coming back around.
Nebraska Squirrel Season opens August 1st. Too early to hunt you say -
you know what � that�s nothing. The State of Missouri�s Squirrel Season
opened May 28th . Where Nebraska�s bag and possession limits are 7 and
28 � the State of Missouri�s bag and possession limits are 10 and 20. So
get your rifle out and sharpen up � the hunting seasons are coming.

DEER HUNTING

Fall and winter deer hunting application/permit time is here:

1st Application period for Fall Deer Seasons is May 16th thru June 3rd .
2nd Application is 1st come 1st serve for what is left July 11 thru the close of
season.

You need to go to The Nebraska Game & Parks web page and check the
2001 Deer Seasons out now!
http://outdoornebraska.ne.gov/hunting/guides/biggame/deer/BGdeer.asp

Fishing hasn�t been the best around here unless you want to fish the flood
waters so a lake or pond may be the best right now. Again, Fall Deer
Permits can be purchased right now. So get your permits and start plan-
ning your fall deer hunt. Remember, I�m not an expert but I have my
share of luck. I wonder if the experts are having any luck today?  So until
next time �Happy Hunting & Fishing.�

This month�s fishing picture is of Trent Mertes from Brownville shown
with a nice Blue Cat caught in the flood waters near the bluffs north of
Brownville.



The Face
         of  Drought

by Karen Ott
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Melinda D. Clarke, CPA
Tammy Westhart, Accountant

Combined: 18+ years experience

Services offered:
�Income Tax (Individual, Business, Corporate, Non-Profit)
�Financial Statements
�Business Planning
�Payroll (including direct deposit) & Bookkeeping (services tailored to your needs!)

Areas of personal experience we bring to our business:

Phone (402) 274-3342  �  Fax (402) 274-3362  �  E-mail silvermdc@alltel.net
1415 19th Street  �  Auburn, Nebraska 68305

�Agriculture
�Restaurant
�Military
�Construction
�Railroad & Transportation

�Entrepreneurship
�Non-Profit
�Governmental
�Electrical
�Refrigeration

It was a Lions, Tigers, and Bears
night.

Torrential rains, winds in excess of
sixty miles per hour, and hail hit us
hard, undoing all the work we�ve
done these past weeks. The emerg-
ing beans were totally destroyed,
while the corn, already three weeks
behind in development will be set
back another two.

The hundred acres of newly cut hay
was either hammered into the mud or
washed to the bottom of fields, while
the wheat, with its golden promise still
locked in its developing heads, was
laid-over by the weight of the rain and
the push of the wind.

It almost makes a person want to
walk off into the sunset and never
look back.

The sky didn�t clear following the
deluge, nor did a rainbow appear;
instead, another storm followed...and
then another which settled in for the
duration of the night. With the ex-
tended forecast calling for showers
and thunderstorms almost every day
next week getting back into the fields
will be a challenge.

Dale and I, with the two little boys in
tow, spent the evening opening
clogged drains, or cutting new ones.
The boys, armed with adult sized
shovels, took the job seriously, tack-
ling a blocked culvert with man-sized

determination and childhood enthusi-
asm. When the final bit of debris had
been cleared, and water began to
flow, the eight year old let out a wild
whoop of accomplishment: We did
it...We did it!!�

Sopping wet and streaked with mud
they leaned on their shovels and
grinned, and in their faces I saw a
rainbow...God�s promise of better
days.

We won�t be able to do much today
except maybe clean up a cottonwood
tree which toppled into the field
across the road; only two prairie gi-

ants remain of a tree row planted
over one hundred years ago, and I
mourn each one that falls.

It�s daybreak and sun�s rays are just
beginning to slant over the wounded
fields; Eleanor Roosevelt is reputed
to have said �Do one thing every day
that scares you.�......today that was
getting out of bed.

Here�s to better times....when the
living is easy.

As Always,

Karen
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The sign read �Road Closed- local traffic
only�.

Since I was as local as a person can be I
drove on, sloshing through river water as I�d
been doing all week. But a day�s worth of
traffic had deepened the road�s wallowed-
out pot holes, and the car high-centered
long enough to scrape gravel.

From now on I�ll be taking the long way into
town.

With Horse Creek acting as a buffer be-
tween our land and the North Platte our
fields remain dry, but for how long is
anyone�s guess; even Horse Creek is out of
its banks, running fast, like some high-
spirited plains pony trying to impress the
rest of his herd.

Big things begin to float in this much
water...cottonwoods, bridge planks, dead
cows.......and the hay-stack-like piles of
Russian olive trees cut down by well-mean-
ing conservationists who, unfortunately, left
the dead trees lying in the Platte River�s
flood plain.  These tangled messes wash
up against Irrigation diversion dams and
bridges, lodged so tightly it�s almost impos-
sible to break them free.

Thank heavens we never got around to
pulling out the olive trees that edge parts of
Horse Creek....they�re the only thing strong
enough keep the bank from eroding.

I can hear spray planes this A.M. as they
treat area wheat fields for rust. It was dis-
covered south of Morrill last week and is
spreading across the panhandle like wild-

fire. If hailstorms and river-woes leave us
alone we�ll be combining in July...if they
don�t the world will be short a few more
bushels of hard red winter wheat.

The valley�s corn is behind schedule with
plants ranging from just emerged to three to
four inches tall. If we have a late fall, and
first-frost holds off till November we�ll be
OK. If it freezes in September it�s all over
but the crying.

But those are common, every-year worries,
familiar farm challenges dealt with since the
first man planted his first crop; we live with
them, pray about them, and deal with them
when they come.

That�s our life.

My baby chickens are doing well.  At three
weeks the thirty roosters (for frying) and
twenty hens (to replace the ones killed by
the dogs) are turning from adorable tod-
dlers into gawky youngsters...testing their
wings and getting into fights. Even the

The Face
         of  Drought

by Karen Ott

females are a feisty lot, standing up to the
males with an almost street-wise moxy. The
girls will be red-feathered and lay brown
eggs while they guys will sprout white and
black feathers...until they turn into drum
sticks.

Three �extra� surprise-babies, free from the
hatchery, are charcoal black with olive
green legs and feet; I�m not sure what
they�ll grow up to be.

In that respect they�re a lot like human
babies.

That�s all for this week, I can hear
morning�s siren song....charming me from
my quiet upstairs office, calling me out into
the fray of daily duties.

I�m burning daylight....and I�d better get a
move-on.

As Always,

Karen

Editor�s note; Vicki ONeil is on vacation this month, so enjoy this second column by Karen Ott.
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Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) � 1017 H Street � Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00
  (402) 274-4525

Carefree Living!
Low Income

One  Bedroom  Apartment
Beautiful View

 � Utilities Paid
 � Building Security
 � Assigned Parking

 � Appliances Furnished
 � Laundry Facility
 � Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Last Stop for Cold Drinks and Ice
Going to Indian Cave State Park

Ice, Groceries, Lunch and
Your Favorite COLD Beverages.

NEMAHA�S ONLY STOP
On Highway 67 in Nemaha, Nebraska.

618 Central Ave.       Nebraska City

LUNCHES � ESPRESSO DRINKS
Coffee � Sandwiches � Desserts

Cookies � Truffels

Open M-F 6:00 a.m.to 5:00 p.m.
Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

(402) 873-7537
Find Janie�s Confections on Facebook

Janie�s Confections
Stop in and have your fill of

The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Valentino's of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street
Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino�s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522       1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$2 off Dinner or $1 off Lunch; limit 6/coupon
Good Through July 31, 2011

$2 off Dinner or $1 off Lunch; limit 6/coupon

We�re Growing!!

June Sunrise in Kansas


