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American Bald Eagle, Squaw Creek Wildlife Refuge, December 19, 2015Bald Eagle Pair near Nest at Refuge

Special ‘After-Christmas’
Sale Ends January 16, 2016
Mon - Fri    8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Sat   9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Country Decor • Soy Candles • Willow Tree 

Fresh Flowers • Silk Arrangements
For All Your Home Decoration Needs!

FLOWER COUNTRY & GIFTS
Your Event Specialist

1222 J Street, Auburn   402-274-2418

30% OFF
CHRISTMAS ITEMS!!

15% OFF
SNOWMEN

The Blue Jay is back for my sunflower seeds; the Robins chase him away in Summer.



  2           January, 2016              Your Country Neighbor

Copyright 2015, 2016 by Your Country 
Neighbor. All rights are reserved. No 
part of this publication may be repro-
duced in any form or by any method 
without the written permission of the 
publisher. Ownership of some photos 
and/or articles is retained by the author.

Writers This Month

Devon Adams
Stephen Hassler
Merri Johnson

Lee Nyberg
Vicki O’Neal

Happy New Year!

Your Country Neighbor
P.O. Box 126

Peru, Nebraska 68421

countryneighbor@windstream.net

View Online Version at
www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Your Country Neighbor 
A Voice and a View From the

Valleys of the Nemaha
Publisher & Photographer, Stephen Hassler

Tecumseh Branch
Tecumseh, NE 68450

Louisville Branch
Louisville, NE 68037

Syracuse Branch
Syracuse, NE 68446

Bank of Peru
Peru, NE 68421

Citizens State Bank
Virginia, NE 68458

State bank of Liberty
Liberty, NE 68381

Wymore State Bank
Wymore, NE 68466  

Main Office
Cook, NE 68329

864-4191

FARMERS BANK OF COOK
Growing in Southeast Nebraska

Attention Readers & Viewers

Please consider supporting 
the advertisers who support 

Your Country Neighbor.

Enjoy the articles and photos.
Have a Great 2016!

Cover Photo
The snow geese were back in December, and 
so were the eagles that ‘follow the food’. There 
were many Bald Eagles to be seen at the Squaw 
Creek National Wildlife Refuge near Mound 
City, Missouri. There were about one million 
Snow Geese visitng the refuge and Big Lake 
State Park. Recent freezing of ponds have 
caused the numbers to reduce.

The most Trumpeter Swans I’ve ever seen were 
at the refuge in December. The visitor’s center 
reports several hundred of those beautiful birds.

When the marshes freeze over, the birds go far-
ther south. But the Spring migration will bring 
millions back to the refuge on their way north.

You may get lucky and see an eagle on a branch 
close to the road that goes around the marsh 
area. I got this Bald Eagle photo on my third 
trip to the refuge in December.

Share With Others!
If you like this publication, please 
send the internet address below to 
your relatives and friends who live 
outside our ‘Country Neighbor’ area. 
There are more than ten years of 
monthy issues ‘online’ for everyone’s 
viewing pleasure.

www.yourcountryneighbor.com

Office                                                  Correspondence
1920 “O” Street                                      P.O. Box 272
Auburn, NE 68305                         Auburn, NE 68305

 JAMES H. CAIN
                                   _______________________
                                                                        Attorney at Law

(402) 274-3938
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2314 J Street, Auburn, NE

Tires
Batteries
Alignments
Oil Changes
Brake Work
Shock & Strut Installation

Authorized Dealer

402-274-4947
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Nevin & Lois Miller • 402-274-1102 • 2402 J St., Auburn, Nebraska

DUTCH PANTRY

• Deli • Gathering Room
• Soup Special Each Day
• Hand-dipped Ice Cream
• Homemade Baked Goods
• Special Orders Accepted

Mention this ad and receive
$1.00 off your order of $10.00 or more.

Open 7:30 A.M.
Closed Sunday & Monday

A Mennonite Operated Business

Sometimes my television screen provides a view of my world 
similar to that through my window on Fifth Street. I once saw 
a tribute to Johnny Carson and was reminded of how many 
people I have known who are no longer living. Lately, that list 
seems to be growing too fast.

I was moved to realize that a milestone in a person’s life might 
be that day when the length of one’s list of the living becomes 
shorter than the list of those who have passed. Who is ever 
ready for that milestone?

When I was a boy on my father’s farm, I would sometimes 
cross the creek by stepping on rocks that I had tossed into the 
shallow waters ahead of me. Crossing a stream by stepping 
from one stone to another, eventually there are more stones 
behind than will be needed ahead. If that stream were a per-
son’s life, a clear milestone would be when one passed mid-
stream. But in real life, the shore ahead is like a mist, and one 
never knows for certain when midstream was crossed, even as 
one approaches the shore. If one could increase the number of 
stepping stones, one might feel as if one were increasing the 
distance to the shore as well.

Perhaps by increasing the number of people one knows, one 
can become more alive; increasing the number of stepping 
stones, pushing the shore deeper into the mist, and expanding, 
if not actually extending your life, and certainly enriching it.

Think about those people you know who have many friends. 
Do they seem more alive than most? Don’t they seem to be 
more engaged with living? It’s a new year, an opportunity for 
renewal, rebirth. Plan to make contacts by phone, mail, inter-
net, or a friendly visit. Add friends to your life, and thereby, 
perhaps years.

From Window on Fifth Street
This article updated from 2005

Stephen Hassler

Cigna - Health Spring
First Health Part D

Wellcare
Medicare Blue Rx Value Plus

Envision Rx Plus
Silver Script Plus
Express Scripts

Synphonix
Magellan

Hours: Mon-Fri 8:30-5:30, Sat 8:30-1:00

(402) 274-4186 or (800) 628-6394

2220 J Street • Auburn, Nebraska 68305

www.Stores.Healthmart/CodysUsavePharmacy

Cody’s

Pharmacy

Beginning January 1st, 2016
Compared to other pharmacies in the area, you can 

Save $$ on Copays and Deductibles at
Cody’s USAVE, With Part D Plan Below

Honey’s Artwork
Honey Self -- Artist

Custom acrylic paintings

Landscapes, Pet Portraits  
To see my work visit

www.honeysartwork.com
Facebook.com/honeysartwork

Quotes, call or text:  402-209-0463 or
email honey@honeysartwork.com



January Wine-Tasting Hours:
Wednesday through Saturday

10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Sundays
1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Closed Mondays and Tuesdays

After dining at the Brownville Lyceum Cafe, 
enjoy a bottle of wine and conversation in 

‘The Loft’ at the Winery.

Whiskey Run Creek Winery

Our 2015 Vintage of Frontenac Rose’ is Available Now!
Or Choose From These Popular Wines

Edelweiss
LaCrosse
Apple Raspberry

1854
Chambourcin
Levi’s Reserve

Ask Us About Our “Case Customer” Program

402-825-4601                          702 Main Street
      whiskeyruncreek.com            Brownville, Nebraska 68321

Anita Robertson, Owner/Manager

Enjoy Home Cooking and Delicious Desserts while visiting 
the Historic Village of Brownville.

From Anita and the Gang!!

Brownville Lyceum Cafe

402-825-4321     228 Main Street     Brownville, Nebraska
Like Us on facebook.com/BrownvilleLyceumCafe

Open Daily
11:00 A.M. to 2:00 P.M.

plus

Saturdays
5:00 P.M. - 8:00 P.M.

Closed Mondays
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And here we are, folks—at the start of a fresh new year!
 
The future stretches before us with all its uncertainty—
wrapped in the mists of time—as tenuous as the wispy ten-
drils rising from the farmhouse chimney.  We have no idea 
what’s hiding down the old cow-trail, just around the next 
bend. 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m looking forward to finding 
out!  For me, it will be a special year—of that I am con-
vinced.  

I was born in ’61, you see, and I have reasoned that anything 
“bad” in my life will be reversed in ’16.  You understand the 
logic, of course.  I am determined that the twisted bailing-
wire of my life will somehow untangle itself this very year.                              
                            
It is more than a New Year’s Resolution. It is a certainty that 
resides deep in my gut.  I am declaring it to be so! 

Life has a way of running away with itself if we let it…
getting all wound up in its own machinery.  We end up on 
a fast treadmill to nowhere…Running faster and faster and 
faster—totally enmeshed in routines, rituals and the tedious 
repetition of this life.  Sometimes we need to step back and 
assess what we are doing!

The other day, I was talking to an elderly friend—a dynamic 
93-year-old Social Studies’ teacher who explained the per-
plexities of going from the slow days of horse-and-buggy to 
the craziness of the Electronic Age in one short lifetime. 
 
Imagine it, folks! 
 
One day, they were plodding along in the Great Depres-
sion—fighting for their very existence—and then before they 
knew it, life was transformed from poverty to prosperity in 
a few short decades.  Folks went from fighting over bread-
crumbs, to fighting over electronic gadgets and modern-day 
marvels in the department store aisles.   

It defies the imagination!  From horse-and-buggy to the 
moon—and then even to Mars!   It all happened in just 
“nanoseconds,” it seems.  How our elders endured this wild 
journey without suffering “whiplash” is a mystery to me.
 
My dear friend managed to do it by retreating from city life 
and society in general for a few years.

Continued on page 11   >>>>>>>>>>>>
 

2016…a Mysterious, Magical Year
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Poetry by Devon Adams

 8x10  (mat size)    $25.00
11x14 (mat size)    $35.00
16x20 (mat size)    $55.00

Phone: 402-209-9377
Web Site:  BuckSkinz.com

PENCIL PORTRAITS:
PEOPLE & ANIMALS
Done from your photographs.
Send to: 
Devon Adams
P.O. Box 192
Peru, NE 68421
OR
buckskinz@windstream.net

MOSSY

The old hills shiver
in wind that rattles
bare branches.
Shattered leaves 
mark deer trails
through the timber,
where sharp hooves
cut into frozen soil.
Down the slope 
the path descends,
looking for the creek
that runs with water
from a spring.  Not
so long ago, snow
was deep here, but
on this day only sun
rays touch the dead 
brown grass.  Beside
the icy crust of current
grows a mat of moss,
defiant green in spite
of winter, waiting for
the world to thaw.

STARTING OVER

Calendars all agree
that it’s time to start
all over again.  But
any day will do, if
what you want is a
new beginning. 
Today could be a 
thousand, if you’re 
counting backwards, 
but tomorrow always
starts with one.

BIRTHDAY BLIZZARDS

Oh what fun it is to have a 
birthday in the darkest cold
of the winter.  No matter how
much planning and dreaming
time is spent on decorations, 
games, food, drinks, and other
entertainment, there is never
any certainty that the event will
happen.  Even if the smiling
weather guy promises sunshine
and dry roads, there is almost a
one hundred percent chance that
a sudden storm will blast across
the state and dump a foot of snow
just in time to cancel your party.
But if you are devious, and set 
the date the day before you age
another year, and make it an 
evening celebration, then you’ll
have a chance to be snowed in
with all your friends for a couple
days of fun and frolic that will
drive your parents wild with the
urge to be far, far away from the
group of future adults stranded 
in their crowded home.

HOLDING ON

There is a strange
connection between
the body and the mind,
beyond the rules
that doctors know. 
In spite of pain, or 
facts, or numbers
on a chart, living
beings can wait for
dates, or meetings,
that are closest
to their hearts.
Until the goal is
met and savored,
the soul survives
on hope.  And when
the time is right, 
it finds the peace 
of being free.

BRIGHT CHILL

Although the air
feels like needles 
in your lungs, and
your feet and fingers 
are numb, and you 
wish your ears were
covered, there is no 
way to ignore the icy 
crystals dancing in 
the dead still air.  
The sun is raining 
diamonds cut from 
a sky of infinite blue.

MARKING TIME

Measure the length
of the days of the 
year with rocks
set in the soil, 
marking the fingers
of shadow reaching  
from the low winter 
sun to the orb at
it’s apex in June.
When you see
the year in the
row of stones
in the yard, you
will remember
something from
each day that
you measured.
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 • Utilities Paid
 • Building Security
 • Assigned Parking
 

 • Appliances Furnished
 • Laundry Facility
 • Activity Room & Library

No More Snow Shoveling
No More Lawn Mowing

Low Income
One  Bedroom  Apartment 

Beautiful View

Carefree Living!

Valley View Apartments
(High Rise) • 1017 H Street • Auburn, NE

  Office Hours: Mon-Fri. 9:00 to 4:00

  (402) 274-4525

Open 8:00 AM - 5:30 PM   Monday - Friday 
(402) 274-3614         2000 N Street

Auburn, Nebraska 

All Makes & Models
Collision Work
Frame Repair
Body Work
Glass Installation
Welding

Have a Safe Holiday!
A Message from all of us at

STRIGGOW’S SOUTHSIDE BODY SHOP INC.

More easily seen in Winter, this is a female 
Downy Woodpecker (male has red cap).

The Nuthatch is the “acrobat” of my feathered visitors.

This Titmouse has scored a seed and is about to take it to a branch for shelling.
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GREAT FAMILY HOME!

Whether it’s buying, selling, 
renting, or looking for
a place to build, let

The American Dream
Real Estate Company

be your first choice.

Andrea Mellage, Sales........274-8557                       
Carla Mason, Broker..........274-1817 

402-274-4410

www.americandreamrealestatecompany.com
820 Central Avenue                         Auburn, Nebraska 68305

2311 Q Street                 $136,500
4 bed, 1 3/4 bath, family room, 
roomy kit/appliances, 1-car garage.

609 Neal St., Peru            $59,900
3-bed 1-bath w/full basement. Next 
to city park. 1-car detatched garage. 

1609 23rd Street           $149,900        
4-bed, 1 full, 2 3/4 baths, large kit &
dining rooms, bsmt apt., 2-car garage

706 14th Street              $110,000
2-bed, 2-bath, completely updated, 
finished basement, 1-car garage.

1916 6th Street              $275,000
3 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath, access to ap-
prox. 14x19 deck, full walkout bsmt 

11th & E Street       $29,000
Approx. 1.91 Acre Lot. Zoned 

Commercial, 120 ft street frontage.

814 14th Street          $99,900

MOTIVATED SELLER

4 bed, 2 full bath, home with abundant 
space! Large liv/din room, breakfast nook/
casual dining area. Roof just 4 years old, 
furnace and a/c are also newer. All win-
dows have been replaced. Kitchen updat-
ed. Main floor laundry. Fenced yard, and 
wrap around porch. 1 car detached garage. 

The Cardinal  always looks good when contrasted against snow.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

COMMERCIAL LOT

NEW LISTING

REDUCED!
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THE HAIR COTTAGE
Shelly Nichols
Peru, Nebraska
402-872-3107

Hours:
Tuesday - Friday 9-5; Sat. 8-12:00
After hours by appointment only
Walk-ins welcome

-For All Your Family
 Hair Care Needs
-Tanning
-Manicures

PEGGY KUSER
Certified Public Accountant

916 Central Avenue
Auburn, NE 68305

   (402) 274-5106                   Fax: (402) 274-2580

pkuse@windstream.net

HOMETOWN BRAND APPLIANCES
GE • Hotpoint • Whirlpool • Maytag

SALES, SERVICE, & PARTS

                           1011 CENTRAL AVENUE
(402) 274-5512                       AUBURN, NEBRASKA 68305

Shop At The 
Best Used 

Clothing Store

911 Central Ave. in Auburn
Neighborhood Closet’s Location is

Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.    Sat 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Diary of a Part-time Housewife
Merri Johnson

     Lately, I’ve been experiencing something like déjà vu in my reading life. In the past 
month, I’ve checked out no less than three novels, which after reading a chapter or two, 
I realized I’d already read.  They were good the first time, and I even re-read one of 
them because, although I knew it was familiar as I was reading it, I didn’t remember 
what was going to happen next, or how it ended. But I did feel a tad guilty. With all the 
great books out there and nowhere near enough time to read them all, it seems a shame 
to re-read even one.
     My husband (the genius in the family) recommended that I ask the librarian if she 
could produce a list of all the books I’ve checked out. Not surprisingly, the computer-
ized check-out system could do just that, but only back to 1999, which is apparently 
when they went digital and relegated the old paper card system to the storage room. 
Anyway, I ended up with a list 24 pages long with approximately 24 items on each 
page. That works out to about 33 books per year. 
     Not that I’ve actually read that many. I have a friend who reads a book a week, but I 
would have to give up gardening and hiking, plus my volunteer gigs, and quite possibly 
eating and sleeping to accomplish that.
     Some of the books I’ve checked out were just for reference, like the one on Feng 
Shui. My brother and sister-in-law are living in Shanghai for the next few years, so I 
thought I’d learn something about Chinese culture. At the risk of offending anyone of 
Chinese heritage, I have to say that Feng Shui strikes me as a lot of poppycock. It seems 
to be almost a religion, so I guess it would naturally sound like poppycock to an unbe-
liever (a/k/a, me). But, hey, whatever floats your boat. I’m not judging. If you believe 
that a tall tree lined up with your front door is bad luck, by all means, relocate your 
front door. But for heaven’s sake, don’t cut down a perfectly good tree!!
     Some of the other books that went back to the library unfinished simply proved un-
worthy of my time. In that regard, I recommend you not bother with “So Wild a Dream” 
or “The Unfortunate Importance of Beauty: a Novel.” Intriguing titles, but not so great 
concerning the caliber of writing or believability. 
     Of course, there are a few crummy books that I’ve actually read cover-to-cover. And 
I’m still mad at myself for it. A prime example is “The Word” by Irving Wallace. What 
a waste of my time that one was! I had hopes it would get better as I read, but alas, it did 
not. It may have lived up to its description as a “mystery thriller” about the origin of the 
Bible when it was published in 1972, but in 2015 it just seemed contrived.
     I suppose one can learn as much about someone else by the books they dislike as by 
the ones they like. But since I have focused thus far only on the negatives, I’ll end by 
making a few positive recommendations. If you’re looking for something substantial 
to while away the long, cold hours of January, I recommend two contemporary novels, 
“Horse Heaven” by Jane Smiley, and “The Goldfinch” by Donna Tartt. 
     Smiley’s novel explores the noble and the not-so-noble sides of the rarefied world of 
horse breeding and racing. Tons of research went into that one. Tartt’s story is an equal-
ly complicated tale involving art theft and two teenage boys who are forced to figure out 
life mostly on their own in the aftermath of their mothers’ deaths. That may sound like 
a weird premise for a novel, but I’m telling you it’s a fascinating read.  It won a Pulitzer 
Prize so you’re not just taking my word for it. Many of the details about the art theft 
match up with those of an actual unsolved theft from a Boston museum that was fea-
tured on a recent TV program. Both novelists are masterful at blending personal stories 
you can relate to with depictions of lifestyles most people will never come into contact 
with.
     For a complete change of pace, try Mari Sandoz’ “The Horsecatcher.” It is much 
shorter and should appeal to anyone who is at all interested in the culture of Native 
Americans of the plains. If you live in Nebraska, that should include you.
     Whatever your reading taste, I recommend having a couple of good books at hand to 
curl up with at the first sign of snowfall.
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Alzheimer’s Affects Us All

Lee Nyberg is a partner in Home Care Assistance of Nebraska and Kansas City.
For more info, visit:

http://www.homecareassistanceomaha.com/hourly-home-care
Or, if you’d like to speak with a Care Manager right away,

call us at 402-763-9140.

Dementia, Erratic Driving and Falls: The Big Three 
By Lee Nyberg

The phone rang.  The line cracked as my friend said, through grit-
ted teeth, “Okay, okay, my dad is driving like a maniac. I’ve got to 
do something, but he’s going to have a fit! Help!”

Recognizing trouble and knowing what to do are far from the same 
thing. 

Problematic driving, dementia, and falls are JumboTron-sized 
signs that your parents need support.  Your ease in handling these 
issues will be affected by your parent’s reaction at the potential 
loss of control.   My friend was legitimately concerned about how 
her dad would respond when his literal “keys to freedom” were 
taken away.

Before you do anything, prepare to be the calm, rational adult in 
all your discussions with your parents on these issues.  Treat them 
like adults and keep a sense of humor and perspective.

When you see unsafe driving, enlist authority to help you. Find out 
if new medications are being taken; these might be at fault. Inform 
your parent’s doctor; she will review the medical situation and 
may prescribe a driving evaluation.  Suggest your parent have a 
driving assessment and determine if skills need to be updated.  Be-
cause a vehicle is a weapon of sorts, hoping this situation will go 
away is not an option.  Read this if you have an older adult driver 
you’re concerned about.

Falls may indicate your parent is unsafe alone at home.  Act quick-
ly—the CDC tells us the first fall doubles the chance of a second 
one and the National Institutes of Health says 1 in 5 falls in adults 
over 75 years old results in a head injury and permanent disability.  

1. In parent’s home: add grab bars, lighting, hand-held shower;  re-
move trip hazards and high storage
2. Encourage your parent to see their doctor for untreated medical 
conditions and medication problems.
3. Have the doctor evaluate your parent’s need for assistance at 
home.  Bargain to bring help in, if necessary.

Your parent may resent your intrusion and decorating skills, but 
persist.  Not only do the throw rugs have to go, but they can’t use 
the furniture as walking supports either.  Aging in place is pos-
sible, and requires planning and change.

Suspect dementia? Only a doctor can rule it out. When you’ve 
observed sustained changes in memory, reasoning, problem solv-
ing, money handling, getting lost in familiar places and withdrawal 
from formerly enjoyed society and activities, dementia is a likely 
culprit.  Many people are worried they have dementia long before 
you notice the changes and are afraid to go to the doctor.  A variety 
of conditions can cause confusion, but only a doctor can diagnose 
diabetes, anemia/vitamin deficiencies, kidney or liver disease, thy-
roid abnormalities, or heart problems.  Cajole, bribe, or by any other 
means, get your parent to a doctor for evaluation.  If possible, send 
the doctor a letter prior to the appointment detailing what you have 
observed; many people with dementia are able to appear more ca-
pable for the short duration of a doctor’s visit.   

The presence of dementia means a person’s independence, and there-
fore safety, is declining.  The Alzheimer’s Association recommends 
planning for the time when a person with this disease is unable to 
care for themselves.  

Solutions for these serious and difficult situations should be a co-
operative effort between you and your parent.  Explain why you’re 
concerned and be prepared for anger and emotional upset from 
them.  If you need to use mediation for the discussions to move for-
ward, do so.  

Holiday visits to parents can reveal a lot. The real measure is what 
you do, once you see the trouble indicators.

This Size Ad

countryneighbor@windstream.net

Ideal For Your Business Card
$75 for 3 months

4-Color is
NO EXTRA CHARGE!
(space limitations may apply)



  10           January, 2016        Your Country Neighbor 

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

CRESTVIEW SQUARE APARTMENTS
Electric stove, refrigerator and garbage disposal
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have central air and heat
Located close to shopping center
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants

2 & 3 BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

For Applications
Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Golden Acres Apartments -- Cook, NE

Electric stove, refrigerator
Water, sewer, garbage removal, lawn care and snow removal furnished
Laundry Facility On Site
Tenant pays for electricity, gas, TV cable and phone
Apartments have window air units
Rent based on gross income and family size
Rental assistance available for qualified applicants
This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

ONE BEDROOM APARTMENTS AVAILABLE

OREGON TERRACE APARTMENTS
This institution is an equal opportunity

provider and employer.
7th & Oregon Streets in Peru, Nebraska

1 Bedroom Apartment     Utilities Included
• Affordable quality living
• Rent based on income
• Applications will be placed on waiting lists
• No pets
• Handicap accessible

This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For Applications Call Lydia at 402-274-5460

Rainbow colored sunrise, December, 2015, Peru, Nebraska

The Snow Geese were 200,000 to 500,000 in number during December, 2015, 
at the Squaw Creek Wildlife Refuge. East of Rulo, NE, near Mound City, MO.

Several hundred Tundra Swans are reported to be at the Wildlife Refuge.
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2016…a Mysterious, Magical Year
<<<<<<<<<<    Continued from page 4
 
She and her husband left the city and went to live at a place they 
called: “Cold Comfort Farm.”  For five years, they lived off the 
land—far from the clamor of the city. They had no telephone…
No real contact with the outside world, except for Snail Mail. They 
grew their own vegetables, fighting off the deer and the cows that 
wandered into their front yard. 

Those years were some of the most memorable of their lives.  They 
discovered what was most important in life.  Not wealth, status, or 
possessions…but peace of mind and a comfortable relationship with 
Nature and each other. 

I’ve found the same to be true in my own life.  Even though I’ve 
been on many adventures—going from coast to coast in my trav-
els—I’ve found that there’s nothing quite as comforting as heading 
back to the Old Home Place where my ancestors lived and died—a 
place where nostalgia seeps from every crack and cranny.

The creaking old windmill. The haunting echo of a frog pond.  The 
mysterious outline of a leaning barn in the moonlight.  The deep 
dark soil of the tomato garden.  And the lush, green pastures that 
stretch for miles.  

Folks…These are the things that give us hope and a sense of conti-
nuity—propelling us from one year to the next.  

Right now, we might be in the depths of winter, but in reality, 
springtime is just a breath away.  Life will soon begin to bud all 
around us.  The roses of springtime will unfold and a sweet fra-
grance will again fill our hallowed hills.

Don’t get bogged down in the mullygrubs of winter, folks.

Just remember that a new year is beginning and we should make the 
very best of it.  There may be storms ahead of us this year, but we’ll 
rise above them.

It will be an eventful year, no doubt—full of good and bad--but 
what will make it a truly memorable year is our attitudes and how 
we determine to better ourselves in 2016.

What kind of year will it be?

Well, folks.  The good news is….
It’s entirely up to us!

House Finches, and Goldfinches (Winter plumage).

I seldom see an image like this from Peru, Nebraska.

Sunset looking west from H-75 south of Nebraska City.
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Valentino’s of Nebraska City
1710 South 11th Street

Nebraska City, NE 68410
(402) 873-5522

Redeemable Only at Valentino’s in Nebraska City.
(402) 873-5522       1710 South 11th Nebraska City, NE 68410

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon 
Good Through February 29, 2016

$1 off Grand Italian Buffet; Limit 6/coupon 

Stop in and have your fill of
The Grand Italian Buffet!
Includes Pizza, Salad & Dessert

Purchase Gift Cards Totaling $50, and 
Receive a $5 Gift Card Free!

Another Great Favorite!
Country Style

Fried Chicken!!
Always Fresh, Never Frozen
With Sides of Corn, Biscuits, 

Mashed Potatoes & Gravy 

2006 Chrysler Town & Country

Call 402-274-2277                Visit www.TincherAutoSales.com
814 Central Ave.   Auburn, Nebraska 68305

2006 F150 XLT 5.4 Triton 4X4

$15,100

2000 Windstar LX - Low Miles!

$3995

COMPLETE AUTO
SERVICE AND REPAIR

ALL MAKES AND MODELS

2001 Oldsmobile Intrigue

$3750$6250

2007 Ford Focus

$4995

TINCHER OF  AUBURN
           sales and service

2009 Kawasaki KZ 900

$5495

Heavy & Light Engine Repair
Alignments      Exhaust Repair 

Brake Work     Detailing
2005 Kia Sanata - Low Miles!

$4395

1997 Ford Expedition XLT 2011 Chevrolet Equinox LS

$12,200

WE FINANCE!

$2950

2009 Dodge Ram 4x4

REDUCED!!!

(Not Shown)
‘04 Chevrolet Cavalier            $3250

$15,900

facebook.com/CafeMetroAuburn

Sunday 7:00 am - 2:00 pm
Monday - Thursday 5:00 am - 2:00 pm
Friday - Saturday 5:00 am - 8:00 pm

On Our Dinner Menu:
Prime Rib     Seafood

Soup & Salad Bar
Homemade Desserts

402.274.1588             901 Central Ave, Auburn

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

January Special!


